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INTRODUCTION 
 

When I was in college a friend asked me a question that stopped me dead in my tracks. He 

asked, “Have you ever asked yourself why you believe what you believe?”  The question took me by 

surprise. I had never really thought about it. I thought, “How could I go through life without 

knowing the answer to this question?”   

Then he asked, “Do you believe that God can do what He promises in His Word?”   

“Sure I do”, I answered, although I’m not sure that I ever thought about that either. Earlier in 

the day, I had torn the ligaments in my knee. I had a cast from my ankle to my upper thigh and the 

pain was overwhelming.  

My friend then read me a verse from the Bible.  

III John 2 AV 

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as 

thy soul prospereth. 

“Do you believe that it is God’s will for you to be healed?” he asked. After several of my, “Yes, 

buts” he finally got me to the place that I actually thought about what God said in His Word. He got 

me to be honest with what God’s Word said without rationalizing it.  

He prayed for my knee to be healed according to God’s promise in His Word. Next, he told 

me that if I believed what God’s Word said to cut off my cast . . . so I did.  

Do you know what happened?  God healed my knee. For the first time in my life, I knew 

there was a Living God. I had been to church my whole life, yet I had never experienced anything 

like this before.  

This event drastically changed the course of my life. For the first time, I knew that God was 

indeed a delivering God and that He truly cared for me.  

From that point some forty years ago, my greatest desire has been to know the God that 

healed me.  

I have had the privilege of seeing God perform His Word both in my life and in the lives of 

His people. 

Repeatedly I have seen God deliver men and women, boys and girls, young and old when 

they believed the Word of God. It does not matter how huge your need is, it’s a matter of how great 

your God is. There are no incurable diseases with God, no financial holes too deep to get out of; 

there is not a single situation from which He cannot deliver you. 

Signs, miracles, and wonders follow those who believe God’s Word. Circumstances do not 

limit God. There is nothing too hard for Him. He is a delivering, living God.  

This manuscript is about God’s plan in Christ concerning the purpose of the ages. It starts 

with the creation and concludes with the end of the ages.  
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Without the certainty of the Word of God, how it interprets itself, and how we can receive 

what it promises, the proposition of understanding these matters is sheer foolishness. With this 

understanding we can say once again, “Thus sayeth the Lord!”  God reveals His purposes and plans 

in His Word; He covers every detail that I have mentioned and more.  

God reveals why we need a savior and redeemer. It gives us the proof that identifies Jesus 

Christ as the promised coming “seed of the woman”. It reveals who he would be, where he’d be 

born, when he would be born, what his work achieved for us as our sin offering, and our 

identification with him in his accomplishments. His Word reveals our hope of salvation in Christ. It 

gives us the revelation concerning death, the resurrections, and the two parts of Christ’s second 

coming, eternal life, heaven, and much more. 

The Word of God reveals the Will of God. It provides us with God’s point of view concerning 

spiritual matters. His Word is instruction in righteousness. 

I want to share these subjects with you, solely supported by the doctrine revealed in the 

Word of God. The teachings will come in eight parts, the first of which begins by examining the 

reasons why the Word of God is our sole authority for truth concerning spiritual matters. God’s 

Word reveals His will concerning these subjects and is our only rule for faith and practice. 

As you read and study along with me, please take note: 

 I used various versions of the Bible to convey the most accurate understanding of the verse 
under consideration.  
 

 Bible verses are in bold print. 
  

 I have used the abbreviated Chicago style to cite authors and their writings in the footnotes, 
then provided a list of cited works at the end of the manuscript.  
 

 I used brackets [ ] within the citation of a Scripture passage to distinguish my remarks from 
the scripture. The actual Bible passage is in bold print.  
 

 Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic words are italicized. 
 

 When I specify a particular word or phrase from a verse, it appears in quotation marks in 
the manuscript. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

There are a plethora of misconceptions about God and the spiritual realm. Why is that?  What is the 

best way to learn about a realm that you cannot perceive with the five senses?  Are personal or 

other people’s experiences the most reliable teachers?  How many sources of knowledge are there?  

How can we separate the truth from error?     

We need to recognize the learning process and determine what our reference for truth will 

be concerning spiritual matters. What did Jesus Christ use as his reference for truth concerning 

spiritual matters?   

What is the key to receiving the promises of God in our lives?  Can anyone receive the things 

of God?  Does God favor one man above another?   

What is the Biblical definition of faith?  How do we get faith?  How does it work?   

Does God want us to be ignorant of His Will?  How do we end up with so many different 

views of spiritual matters?  What is the key to biblical interpretation?  How can we be sure that 

what we read in the Bible is really the Word of God?  This topic is most crucial if we are to gain an 

understanding of spiritual matters. God gave us His Word to reveal His Will.   

Finally, we will learn from a man who had a conversation with God. 

Let us begin by examining how we learn and determine our reference for truth concerning 

spiritual matters.  

 

How Do We Learn? 
 

 Do we wake up one morning to flashing lights and hear a voice that says, “Voomba, voomba . 

. . this is truth”?  Why of course not!  To learn we must have a reference for truth outside of 

ourselves. This is how we establish truth regardless of our field of study.  

The things of God are spiritual matters. As with any other branch of learning, if we are to 

learn about them we will first have to determine what we will use as our source, our authority for 

truth.  

When it comes to spiritual matters, will our reference be the teachings of theology, religion, 

history, tradition, archeology, philosophy, a scholar’s theory, opinion, denominational doctrine, 

personal experience, or parental guidance?  The source we utilize as our reference will determine 

what we believe.  

Every one of these references for learning begins with man – not God. They express what 

men think about God from man’s point of view, not from what God reveals about spiritual matters. 

They could be right or they could be in error. Anything that man says always has the possibility of 

being erroneous.   
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If we are to gain God’s knowledge and His wisdom, we must go to His Word and allow Him 

to speak for Himself. His Word is truth. His Word expresses His will to us. The only reference we 

can trust in our study of the spiritual realm is the Word of God.   

 

Two Sources of Knowledge 

When it comes to learning, there are two sources from which we can learn:  knowledge from 

the natural realm and knowledge from the spiritual realm.  

We obtain knowledge from the natural realm by the five senses; that which we can see, 

hear, smell, taste, or touch.  

Spiritual knowledge comes from the spiritual realm. God, Who is Spirit, reveals it to us by 

His spirit.   

Senses knowledge originates in the natural realm. We learn about it through our five senses 

through observation, investigation and experimentation. It involves the process of trial and error, 

which we know as the scientific method.  

The knowledge we gain through our use of the five senses is indeed wonderful. It leads to 

discovery, invention, and advances in every field, but the knowledge we gain through our senses is 

limited, and because of this we must constantly revise and update it.  

The five senses are not always reliable. They can become impaired and they can be 

deceived.   

We are born into this world as natural men. We live in the natural realm and from birth our 

learning is limited to the knowledge we gain through our five senses.  

I Corinthians 2:14 AV  

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 

foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned. 

               The natural man is limited when it comes to spiritual matters. He thinks that spiritual 

matters are foolishness because he cannot see, hear, smell, taste or touch spirit. He cannot 

understand spiritual matters because they are spiritually discerned, judged, or examined.   

Once the natural man exhausts the frontiers of learning available to him through his senses, 

he will start guessing about what he cannot explain. He expresses his best guesses as theories. A 

theory implies an inadequacy of evidence in support of an explanation that is tentatively inferred.1  

Until a theory is proven, it is purely speculation; an “educated guess”.   

For example, if we ask a scientist to prove the origin of man we may get the theory of 

evolution. If we ask him for the origin of the universe, he may give us the big bang theory. If we ask 

                                                           
1 Webster's College Dictionary 1999 
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the greatest thinkers to explain where the laws that govern the universe originated or to reveal the 

origin of life or the origin of death, etc., they cannot.  

They give us their best guesses or theories based on what they have discovered thus far in 

the natural realm, but they cannot prove their theories because the answers are beyond the reach 

of their natural knowledge.  

In the natural realm, once we prove a hypothesis with reliable consistency, we call it a law, 

such as the law of gravity. A law works consistently.  

Now just think for a second; the law of gravity is only one of many laws that govern life on 

this planet as well as the operation of the universe. Dinner never floats off the table, apples always 

fall from trees, people do not float off into space, buildings stay on their foundations, etc.  

Other laws keep the planets in their courses, cause the sun “to rise” every morning, ensure 

that we have air to breathe, and that one plus one equals two . . . every single time.  

Who was the brilliant mastermind that engineered the laws that govern the conservation, 

symmetry, continuity, and transfer of energy?  Who was the genius that thought of implementing 

the water cycle, devised the laws of gravity, formulated thermodynamics, conceived 

electromagnetism, formulated the laws of chemistry, radiation, photonics, physics, mathematics, 

geophysical laws, devised anatomy, biology, physiology, genetics, optics, kinesiology; fashioned the 

laws that govern nature, botany, zoology, mechanics, physical laws; calculated the laws ruling 

astronomy and planetary motion (to mention a few for starters)?  Who planned how these activities 

would systematically work in concert with one another, perpetually, since the beginning?    

Are we to suppose that these laws are self-determined, self-generated, and are perpetually 

self-sustaining?  Do they work together by coincidence?          

Many students know who discovered the laws that govern these fields but they may not 

know the Genius who engineered them and activated their flawless operation, which has been 

continuous from the very beginning. Can you name a solitary invention by man that is remotely 

comparable?   

How could anyone deny God’s magnificent handiwork?  Whatever He creates works 

perfectly whether it is the universe, the human body, the atom, etc. The closer we observe His 

creation, the more we see the genius of His design. However, the closer we look at any man-made 

invention the more its flaws and limitations stand out.  

We recognize that there is intelligence and design behind a watch or a computer. Someone 

had to engineer them; they did not generate themselves out of thin air.  

These are at best modest inventions compared to the creation, the operation of the heavens 

and the earth, and life itself, yet there are those who refuse to credit the Designer who created 

them. Somehow that belief is not intelligent enough for them, yet they believe that the 

“information” coded in every living cell exists because of a big bang. Which view takes more faith?                

Some of the highest thinking in the senses realm comes in the fields of metaphysics and 

philosophy. These thinkers endeavor to explain reality, but sadly, they close their eyes to the 
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greatest reality of all. They fail to acknowledge God and the revelation knowledge of His Word, 

which reveals the answers they seek. The answers they seek lie in the spiritual realm. 

John 4:24 AV 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

God is Spirit. He is supernatural, or above the natural realm. He exists in the spiritual realm. 

You cannot see, hear, smell, taste, or touch spirit. You can only see the effect or manifestation of it in 

the senses realm.   

How do we then learn about the spiritual realm?   

I Corinthians 2:12 and 13 AV 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that 

we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we 

speak, not in the words2 which man’s wisdom teacheth, but [words] which the Holy 

Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual [words]. 

God made His spirit available to man so that He could communicate with him. His spirit 

reveals things that we cannot discover by our five senses alone. God teaches us about spiritual 

matters with spiritual words, words that He originated by revelation. He revealed His Word to men 

and He instructed them to record what He said. They wrote as God directed them. 

There are two kinds of wisdom mentioned in these verses: “man’s wisdom”, which 

originates with the natural realm and are known by the five senses, and “spiritual”, which God 

originates in the spiritual realm. He reveals His wisdom with spiritual words. 

How did the Apostle Paul obtain his spiritual understanding? 

Ephesians 3:2-4 AV 

If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you–

ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore 

in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the 

mystery of Christ) 

How did the Apostle Paul obtain this knowledge?  He received it by the spirit by revelation 

from God. Revelation is knowledge that God reveals by His spirit.  

I Corinthians 12: 7 AV 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

“The manifestation of the spirit” provides God’s people with “profit withal”, profit that God 

wants us to have. Revelation knowledge is identified as the word of knowledge in verse nine. It is 

only one of the nine manifestations of the spirit, which provides godly profit.  

                                                           
2 This is the use of the figure of speech, ellipsis, which omits a word or words to draw attention to the remaining 

words. Our minds naturally supply the omitted word or words from the context.  
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The word of knowledge allows us to receive information from God as He reveals it. 

Revelation knowledge comes via the spirit of God, and it provides us with information that was 

previously unknown to us by our five senses.  

God’s Word and His spirit are both profitable to us. They work hand in hand so that we may 

profit as God intended. They never work at cross-purposes with one another. 

The Word of God is our point of reference concerning spiritual matters. We can check what 

anyone claims regarding spiritual matters against the knowledge of God’s Word.  

The only way we can know about God and issues that concern the spiritual realm is if He 

reveals them to us.  

God reveals His will, His plans, purposes, and desires in His Word. Far too many have 

overlooked this foundational truth. His Word allows us to see things from His perspective. 

Since men communicate with words, God communicated to men with His Word. The Bible is 

God’s revelation to man. It is God’s Word, not men’s words about God. The Bible is the revealed 

Word of God, and it reveals His will to us. The Word of God makes God known to us; it reveals His 

will in the senses realm.        

If words have any value with which to communicate, we must take them to mean what they 

say. Rules and laws govern language so that we can effectively communicate. Laws even govern the 

use of figures of speech – they are not arbitrary.  

Words are useless as a means of communication if we cannot take them to mean what they 

say. If words do not mean what they say, it would be impossible for anyone to communicate with 

them.   

Since this is not the case, we must take God at His Word and believe what He communicates 

to us concerning spiritual matters. He says exactly what He means and He means precisely what He 

says. It is important that we not only understand what He says, but how He says it, where He says it, 

when He said it, to whom He addresses it, and of whom it concerns. 

II Timothy 3:16 AV   

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

Who is the source of “all Scripture”?  God is the source. The Scriptures had many writers 

such as the prophet Moses, the Apostle Paul, the Prophet Isaiah, etc., but God gave each of them the 

words which they recorded. They used their vocabularies but what they wrote was revelation 

knowledge given to them by God. They were all God’s messengers. They wrote the words that God 

instructed them to write.  

Multiple writers recorded the Word of God spanning some twenty-five hundred years, and 

they produced a document without any discrepancy or contradiction. This is no human document; 

God is its sole author.    
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“All scripture is given by inspiration of God . . .” The words, “inspiration of God” are 

theopnuestos in the Greek, which means “God-breathed”. The Scriptures came from the mouth of 

God. He is the originator of “all scripture”.  

God uses figures of speech to mark the emphasis in His Word.3  “God-breathed” is the figure 

of speech, condescensio. This figure ascribes human attributes to God, who is Spirit. God’s Word is 

“God-breathed”. Can you separate yourself from your own breath?  Hardly; nor can you separate 

God from His Word. He is the life force behind all scripture. It is His Word. The Bible came from the 

mouth of God. 

What is the profit of the Word of God?  It is profitable for doctrine. Doctrine instructs us as 

to what we are to believe. It reveals His standard for truth. Today you would think that it is man’s 

prerogative to tell God what he decides to believe about spiritual matters irrespective of His Word. 

The Word of God gives us the truth; the standard that He says we are to believe.  

The Word of God reveals the Will of God to us. There cannot be correct believing which 

produces the results that God promises without right doctrine.  

When we do not believe correctly, the Word of God reproves us. God’s Word will then 

correct us so that we can get back to right believing.  

The Word of God is instruction in righteousness. In any field or endeavor of life, we need 

instruction. The instruction of the Word of God teaches us about spiritual matters, such as our 

standing before God in Christ, how He thinks about us; our access to Him; what is available to us in 

the spiritual realm and how we can receive it; He teaches us who He is; He reveals our hope of 

salvation, and so much more. His Word is our instruction in righteousness.  

Proverbs 29:18 Sanskrit  

Where there is no knowledge of God the people wander aimlessly 

Unfortunately, this is the case for far too many today. However, with the knowledge of God’s 

Word anyone can learn about the Living God and how to walk with Him if they so desire.  

Since all scripture is God-breathed, that is, given by inspiration of God, none of it is a 

product of man’s intellectual ability, or of his will. The scriptures are the Word of God and it is the 

Word of Truth. 

The Church Epistles are a good example of doctrine, reproof and correction. They are 

instruction in righteousness for the Church.  

For example, the book of Romans gives us the doctrine concerning salvation. It reveals what 

Jesus Christ accomplished by his death and resurrection from the dead. The letter to the Romans 

reveals the grace of God to us. It reveals what Jesus Christ did for us to make us righteous and it 

reveals knowledge about the gift of holy spirit. It teaches us how we can receive the things of God 

by believing, and how we are walk in light of this truth.   

The two books of Corinthians are reproof epistles; they reprove the failure of the church to 

practice the doctrine given in Romans for right believing.  

                                                           
3See Appendix: Figures of Speech. This is the figure of speech, condescensio. 
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After practicing error long enough, the error many times replaces the correct doctrine. The 

book of Galatians corrects the doctrinal error that crept into the church for their failure to believe 

the doctrine revealed in the book of Romans.  

They replaced the accomplishments of the Lord Jesus Christ’s due to His finished work, 

which made salvation available, with thinking that their own works, or law keeping could save 

them. They had rejected the grace of God shown them in Christ and the realities of the spirit of 

sonship, replacing them with their works and the bondage of the law. In the Apostle Paul’s letter to 

the Galatians he corrects the error and reinforces the truth revealed in the book of Romans. 

Ephesians is a doctrinal epistle, which reveals that God has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenlies in Christ. It reveals that we were made alive with Christ, raised with him, 

and seated together with him in the heavenlies.  

It reveals the mystery of Christ, which was kept secret since the world began. Ephesians 

reveals that all of this was a product of the work of Christ and it is a gift to us due to God’s grace. 

Philippians reproves the failure of the Church to believe the doctrine given in  

Ephesians. It reproves their wrong practice, and shows them how they should walk in light of the 

truths revealed in Ephesians.  

Colossians corrects their doctrinal error for not adhering to the revelation given in 

Ephesians. It restates the correct doctrine for them in light of Christ’s accomplishments.  

I and II Thessalonians are doctrinal, and they reveal our hope in the return of our Lord, 

Christ Jesus. They reveal that we will be glorified together with Christ at his coming, and saved from 

the wrath to come.       

The Scripture, the Word of God, is revelation knowledge from the mouth of God. Men’s 

religion – their higher criticism, their theories, their conventions, suppositions, opinions, creeds, 

catechisms, denominational dogmas, Sunday school books, traditions, etc. – are grossly inadequate 

substitutes for the Word of God if we are to learn about spiritual matters.  

The Word of God must be our only reference for truth if we are to understand the will of 

God concerning spiritual matters. It is our instruction in righteousness from the One True God. If we 

desire to have answers about the spiritual realm and walk with the power of God in our lives, we 

must know and believe God’s Word. 

 

Jesus Christ’s Reference for Truth 
 

John 1:18 AV 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son which is in the bosom of the 

Father, he hath declared Him. 

 Jesus Christ was God’s only begotten Son, which makes God his Father. Since God is Spirit, 

no man has ever seen Him, but they could see and hear the Lord Jesus as he taught and did the 

works His Father sent him to do. He declared or made God known to them.  
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What authority did the Lord Jesus Christ use as his reference for truth?  Once we discover 

the answer, as his followers we should utilize the same source for learning that he used.  

Matthew records a time when the Sadducees tried to set a trap for the Lord by quoting 

Deuteronomy 25:5, and then raising a hypothetical question regarding the resurrection of the dead 

(a belief they strongly denied). When the Sadducees attacked him, the Lord responded with one 

single authority.  

Matthew 22:31 Nestle-Aland 

And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by 

God . . .  

What was his reference for truth concerning the resurrection of the dead?  He asked the 

religious leaders of his day if they had read what God said about it in His Word.  

Seven times in the Four Gospel records we read that Jesus Christ asked the question, “Have 

you not read?”  In each case he then cited the Word of God, the Scriptures. 

Jesus Christ was not concerned with their religious dogmas, theories, creeds, traditions, 

opinions, philosophy, etc. He was not concerned with their religious affiliation; he was only 

concerned with what God said in His Word.  

When attacked by his adversaries, he constantly challenged them with the authority of 

God’s Word.    

Our Lord knew that no man knows any more about matters in the spiritual realm than God 

reveals in His Word. God’s Word was his only authority concerning spiritual matters.  

Matthew 22:29 AV 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the 

power of God. 

What was the error of these religious leaders according to the Lord Jesus?  They erred on 

two points: they did not know the Scriptures, nor did they believe in God’s power to perform them. 

Isn’t it queer that the men who were supposed to represent God to the people of Israel were 

ignorant of the scriptures?  It seems even stranger that they did not believe what God said in His 

Word. How could they give the Judeans an understanding of spiritual matters without the 

revelation knowledge of God’s Word?  These men were spiritually blind.   

This is why the Lord said that they were, “. . . blind leaders of the blind.”  They did not 

have spiritual understanding. They led God’s people away from God by teaching their man-made 

traditions and dogmas instead of teaching the Word of God. “And if the blind lead the blind, both 

shall fall into the ditch”, he said in Matthew 15:14. They were hypocrites and charlatans and they 

led God’s people into bondage by teaching their man-made doctrines instead of God’s Word. 

If we are not to make the same mistake today concerning spiritual matters, we should 

seriously consider what the Lord said to these men.  
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Jesus Christ took God at His Word. He unequivocally believed that God said what He meant 

in His Word and that He meant what He said. He also believed that God had the power to bring His 

Word to pass.  

Some may agree that the Bible is the Word of God, but think that it does not apply today. Is 

that the case?  Before we answer this question let’s consider where the Lord Jesus got the words he 

taught. 

John 7: 16 AV 

Jesus answered them, and said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me.  

John 8:28 AV 

I do nothing of Myself; but as My father hath taught Me, I speak these things.  

John 17: 8a AV 

For I have given unto them the words which Thou gavest Me  . . . 

Where did he get the words that he taught?  God gave him His Word and he taught it to the 
people. How long will the Word of God be in force?  

Matthew 24:35 AV  

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  

How long will the Word of God be in force according to the Lord Jesus Christ?  It will outlast 

this heaven and earth; his words shall not pass away!  Not only is God’s Word true and reliable; it 

will be in force forever.  

Pay close attention to Jesus Christ’s response to the men who attempted to kill him for 

saying, “I am the Son of God”.  

John 10:34-36 AV 

Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?4  If he called 

them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 

Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou 

blasphemest; because I said, ‘I am the Son of God?  

They were going to kill him because he said, “. . . I am the Son of God”. Confronted with a 

life or death situation, the Lord stood on the Word of God.  

He asked his accusers, “Is it not written . . .?”  Then he made a remarkable statement about 

God’s Word. He said, “. . . and the scripture cannot be broken . . .” Far too many have 

underestimated God’s Word. 

                                                           
4 Jesus Christ quoted God’s Word to them from Psalm 82:6. “I have said, ye are gods; and all of you are children of 

the Most High.”  The Hebrews referred to the men to whom God gave His Word as “gods”. They acted as God 

directed them. They acted in His stead. In Exodus 7:1, the Lord said He made Moses a god to Pharaoh and Aaron his 

brother would be his prophet. Exodus 22:28 says, “Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of the  

People.”  The gods to which this refers are Israel’s judges. The Hebrew is “ha-elohim” or “gods”. The judges 

represented God and acted on His behalf. Bishop K.C. Pillai, in (Pillai, Old and New Testament Orientalisms, 

Teachings of Bishop K.C. Pillai 1980) page 12, says that the judges were called gods in the lands and times of the 

Bible. 
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In the expression, “the scripture cannot be broken”, the Greek word for “cannot” is ou, 

which expresses full and absolute negation. It means “no” regardless of current circumstances or 

existing conditions. It is not possible for God to break His Word. God bound Himself to His Word. 

The Scriptures are the Word of God and He will accomplish every word!    

As we come to appreciate the Lord’s position concerning God’s Word, we can begin to grasp 

why he was willing to give his life as the Savior.  

John 10:17 and 18 AV 

Therefore doth the Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I may take it 

again. No one taketh it away from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment received I from my 

Father. 

Why was Jesus Christ willing to give his life for us?  He was willing to give his life because he 

believed that God would raise him from the dead according to His Word!  He trusted that God would 

perform His Word as He promised.  

The Lord’s claim that the scripture cannot be broken is extraordinary. Jesus Christ believed 

it was impossible – it was inconceivable – that God could break His Word!  He believed that the 

Word of God declared the Will of God. We should imitate his attitude if we want to see God work in 

our lives today.  

God is not a respecter of persons. He respects those who take Him at His Word. As God 

fulfilled His Word for the Lord Jesus, He will fulfill His promises that concern us. 

Since the Scriptures cannot be broken, we should take God at His Word; we should believe 

it. It is unbreakable because God is the power behind it. He is the sole guarantor. 

The Lord Jesus made his Father known to Israel. 

John 1:18 AV 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 

Father, he hath declared him. 

Why has no one seen God?  God is Spirit. You cannot see, hear, smell, taste or touch spirit. 

God sent His Son to declare Him, to make Him known in the senses realm. We will discuss this 

further in Part 3:  The Seed of the Woman.  

How did he accomplish this?  People heard him teach the Word of God and they saw him do 

his Father’s will. He touched their lives with his love, compassion, and forgiveness. His miracles of 

deliverance expressed His Father’s will and fulfilled His Word. He was the living expression of His 

Father’s will. He always did his Father’s will.  

The only begotten Son of God declared His Father by teaching His Word and by doing His 

will.    

Jesus Christ built his life and ministry on the Word of God. We see this from the time he was 

twelve to the times of his death, resurrection, and ascension into the heavenlies. This weighty truth 

was in plain view throughout his life.    
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At twelve years of age, his mother and stepfather, Joseph, could not find him in the caravan 

as they were returning from the feast in Jerusalem. They went back to Jerusalem searching for him 

and found him in the temple, “ . . . sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 

asking them questions.”   

He asked his parents, “How is it that ye sought Me?  Know ye not that I must be about 

my Father’s business?”  The Word of God was at the very heart of His Father’s business.  

When he was about thirty years of age, after God anointed him with the holy spirit, he spent 

forty days and nights in the wilderness fasting. Afterwards, when he was hungry, the tempter came 

to him.    

Matthew 4:3 and 4 AV 

And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that 

these stones be made bread. But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not 

live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

He answered, “It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”, which he quoted from Deuteronomy 8:3. Moses told 

Israel that they should have learned this lesson in the wilderness when God fed them with manna 

from heaven.  

Jesus Christ believed that every word of God was as necessary as physical food and that it 

reveals the will of God for our lives. Again, we learn that the words of God come from the mouth of 

God and that no one should dismiss them.   

He said, “It is written” on a number of occasions.5  In the Greek, these words are in the 

perfect tense. They literally mean, “It stands written”. They were not only true the day they were 

written, they are still in force today. God’s Word is a present reality and He promises to fulfill it for 

those who will believe it. 

He answered each of the tempter’s temptations with, “It is written!”  He believed that God’s 

Word was as true and vital that day as the day that God had it written. 

Why did the adversary depart from him?  The Lord stood on the Word of God. He did not 

succumb to his temptations as Eve did in Genesis 3. When we believe that God’s Word stands 

written, Satan will flee from us as well.  

 Early on in his ministry, in Nazareth the Lord Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the record 

in Isaiah that foretold and described his ministry. 

Luke 4:18 and 19 AV 

The spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel 

to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 

                                                           
5 The apostle Paul also used this expression some 42 times in the Epistles. He used other expressions also, such as, 

"according as it is written”, “In the law it is written”, “He saith to Moses”, “What saith the Scripture?”, “according 

to that which was spoken”, “Isaiah crieth”, “As He saith also in Osee [Hosea]”, “God hath spoken”, “what sayeth the 

answer of God unto him?”, “the Holy Spirit saith”, “saith the Lord Almighty”, “Saith the LORD”, “He sayeth”, etc. 

At other times He quoted scripture without citing the reference. There is no question that he considered the 

Scriptures to be the Word of God and that they were genuine, authentic and authoritative. 
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captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.  

The spirit of the Lord empowered the Lord Jesus. It enabled him to carry out his ministry. 

After saying this, he then said, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”  Jesus Christ 

came to fulfill the Word of God.  

God anointed him with the holy spirit to preach the gospel and do His Will. Three of the six 

points here deal with preaching God’s Word and three of them deal with ministering deliverance. 

The preaching of God’s Word and deliverance go hand in hand. The Lord Jesus’ words and his works 

made the Father known. 

John 5:39 AV 

Search the Scriptures: for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 

which testify of Me. 

The Lord said that the Scriptures testify of him. They are the witness and confirmation that 

he was indeed the Christ, the only begotten Son of God.    

If we want God’s proof that Jesus was His only begotten Son, Israel’s Messiah and our Lord 

and Savior, we must read what the Word of God says concerning him. He fulfilled all that God said of 

him.   

Hebrews 10:7 AV 

Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me) to do thy will, O 

God. 

Jesus Christ is the subject of the Word of God. He came to do God’s Will.  

If we compare what the Lord Jesus said and did to what the Scriptures foretold of him we 

will have the proof that indeed he was the Son of God, the Christ who is the Savior of the world. 

Matthew 4:13-17 AV 
And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, 
in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:  That it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, The land of Zabulon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; The people 
which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and 
shadow of death light is sprung up. From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

What was the great light they saw?  They saw and heard the Lord Jesus preach God’s Word 
concerning the kingdom of heaven.  

Mark 1:14 and 15 AV 
Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom of God, And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

To “repent” means to change your mind. What was the change that the Lord expected of 

them?  He told the people to “believe the gospel”. The word “gospel” means good news. The Lord 

Jesus made known the good news of the kingdom of God by teaching them God’s Word.    
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In the Four Gospel records the Lord quoted God’s Word more than 90 times. He staked his 

life and ministry on the authority of the Word of God.  

He believed that the prophets recorded the words that God revealed to them. Moses, David, 

Isaiah – all the prophets – recorded the words that God gave them.  

The words that Moses wrote are as much the Word of God as the words that Amos, Isaiah or 

Jeremiah recorded. God authored every word of the Scriptures. All the prophets recorded the words 

that God revealed to them. 

John 6:63 AV   

It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that I speak unto 

you, they are spirit, and they are life. 

The spirit “quickeneth” means that it gives life. The latter part of the verse says, “...the 

words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life”. We know that “words” are not 

literally “spirit”, nor are they literally “life”, so how are we to understand this?   

This is the figure of speech, Metonymy of the cause, where the cause is put for the effect. The 

Lord’s words effected spiritual life to those who believed them. His words taught the people what 

was available concerning spiritual life and how to receive it.  

The trademark of the Lord’s ministry was the Word of God. He said, “My doctrine is not 

Mine, but His that sent Me.”  He said, “I do nothing of Myself; but as My father hath taught Me, 

I speak these things.”  He spoke God’s Word as His Father directed him. “For I have not spoken 

from Myself; but the Father which sent Me, He gave Me a commandment, what I should say 

and what I should speak.”6  He spoke His Father’s Word and carried out His Will. 

The parable of the Sower recorded in Mark 4, gives us great insight into the Lord’s ministry. 

He gives us the parable’s interpretation beginning in verse 14. 

Mark 4:14 AV 

The sower soweth the word.  

What did the sower sow?  He sowed the Word of God. In the verses that follow, he explains 

the different kinds of ground on which he sowed. In the parable, the types of ground represent 

people’s hearts where the Word is sown.    

Mark 4:15 AV 

And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have 

heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their 

hearts. 

Repeatedly, the Scriptures teach us that Satan’s primary attack is against God’s Word. He 

immediately comes to those by the wayside and takes away the word that is sown in their hearts. 

The next group that hears the Word is like stony ground. 

                                                           
6 See:  John 7:16; 8:28 and 12:49. 
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 Mark 4:16 and 17 AV 

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have 

heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness; And have no root in themselves 

and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction or persecution ariseth for the 

word’s sake, immediately they are offended. 

Notice that the record does not say, if affliction or persecution arises for the word’s sake; it 

says, “when” it arises.  

“Affliction” is thilipsis, which is mental pressure. “Persecution” is diogmos, which is the 

pursuit of enemies. The adversary uses mental pressures or the pursuit of enemies to cause those 

who initially receive the word with gladness to be offended, which is to stumble. They stumble 

because they are not rooted in the Word of God.  

This should get us to ask ourselves how deep are our roots in the Word of God?  It will 

sustain us during times of affliction and persecution. We should hide it in the depth of our being. 

Mark 4:18 and 19 AV 

And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word, and the 

cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things 

entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

These people hear the Word but the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and their 

desire for other things choke it, and it becomes unfruitful in their lives.  

Mark 4:20 AV  

And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and 

receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred. 

These people hear God’s Word, they make the decision to embrace7 it, and they bring forth 

fruit according to their ability. 

The Word of God is the only seed that you can sow to give people entrance into the kingdom 

of God. The Word will do its work; it will produce the results promised by God. We simply need to 

sow it.  

Jesus Christ spoke the Word of God to make the kingdom of God available to people. He 

spoke the Word and it ministered spiritual life to those who heard and believed it. 

Anyone who sows the Word of God will see the same responses to it that he saw. People’s 

response to God’s Word should not discourage us.  

We do not measure success by how people respond to God’s Word. The Word of God is the 

seed we are to sow and it will produce the results that God promises. We should faithfully sow 

God’s Word whether people believe it or not.    

                                                           
7 Bullinger, A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek New Testament 1999; page 626. Receive: 

paradechomai, from dechomai with para; a subjective reception showing that a decision of the will has taken place 

with respect to the object presented. To receive or accept near or to one’s self, from another, with approval.  
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Jesus Christ sowed the Word of God faithfully regardless of how people responded to it. 

How many stood with him as he hung on the cross?  Not even a handful. The apostles and disciples 

deserted him and then hid behind closed doors out of fear.    

If he based his success on numbers, he was a miserable failure. His success was not in the 

number of his followers – it was in his faithfulness to God and His Word.    

By the way, who did Jesus Christ consider a disciple? 

John 8:31 & 32 AV    

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, “If ye continue in My word, then 

are ye My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free.” 

A disciple is one who continues in the Word. As we learn the truth of God’s Word, it will 

make us free.  

The religious leaders of his day asked him, “Why walk not Thy disciples according to the 

tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?”  They were very concerned about 

the traditions of men. How did the Lord respond to them? 

Mark 7: 6-9 AV 

He answered and said unto them, “Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites. As 

it is written, ‘This People honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me, 

Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of 

men.’  For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the 

washing of pots and cups; and many other such like things ye do.”  And He said unto 

them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 

tradition. 

These men rejected the commandment of God; they laid it aside and replaced it with their 

own doctrines and traditions. They led people away from God with their words while they claimed 

to represent Him. They were frauds, counterfeits. This was written for our learning so we can learn 

from it. We can check what any man may say about spiritual matters by comparing what they say to 

what God says in His Word.  

When Jesus Christ began his ministry, the light of the Word of God had all but been 

extinguished in Israel. There had not been a prophet in Israel that spoke God’s Word for some 400 

years – from the prophet Malachi to John the Baptist. Jesus Christ brought the light of God’s Word to 

a people enslaved by legalistic dogmas and buried in religious traditions.  

On the evening of his arrest, the Lord Jesus prayed to his Father. Knowing that his hour had 

come and his earthly ministry was drawing to a close, he went to his Father in prayer. Three times 

in his prayer he said:  

John 17: 8a AV 

For I have given unto them the words which Thou gavest Me  . . .  

Of all that he gave his disciples, he said, “I have given unto them the words which Thou 
gavest Me.”    
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Think of what he could have said. He could have said, “I have given healing to the incurable”, 
or “I have given dead one’s life again” or “I have given those possessed with devil spirits 
deliverance”. He could have said, “I have given them signs, miracles and wonders,” yet, he did not.   

What did he say that he gave his disciples?  He said, “I have given unto them the words 
which Thou gavest me”. He repeats this truth in verse 14.     

John 17:14a AV 
I have given them Thy word; 

Facing arrest, torture and death he summed up his ministry with the criterion, “I have 
given them Thy Word”.  

John 17:17 AV 
Sanctify them through Thy truth; Thy Word is truth. 

The Lord Jesus, God’s only begotten Son, asked His Father to, “Sanctify them through Thy 
truth; Thy Word is truth”. Perhaps the significance of the Word of God has been grossly 
underestimated today.  

If the Lord considered the Word of God to be of such importance - the very platform and 
standard by which he measured the success of his ministry - how can we afford to overlook its 
importance?   

He summed up his life’s work with, “I have given them Thy Word.”  What would you say 
was his reference for truth? 

Why did the Lord give his disciples the Word of God?  Without the knowledge of God’s 
Word, they could not know God, much less walk with Him.  

God’s Word discloses what is available concerning spiritual matters, whether the subject is 
salvation, the new birth, worship, healing, answered prayer, the manifestations of the spirit, our 
hope, resurrection life, the two spiritual kingdoms, etc.  

We cannot be more certain about any particular spiritual matter than the revelation of 
God’s Word concerning it.  

Understanding spiritual matters is contingent on knowing the truth of His Word. It allows 
us to separate truth from error, to ferret the truth from the counterfeit with regard to spiritual 
matters.  

How could anyone claim to know God’s will on a subject without first knowing His Word?  It 
must be our only reference for truth concerning spiritual matters.  

God’s Word teaches us what God makes available to us and how we can receive it. The Word 
of God teaches us that He is both able and willing to perform His Word for any man who will believe 
it. The Word of God reveals the Will of God. Without the revelation knowledge of God’s Word, we 
are walking as blind men in a spiritual maze. 

As the Lord hung on the cross, being close to death, he made a remarkable statement. 

Matthew 27:46 Lamsa   
And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice and said, Eli, Eli, lemana 
shabakthani!  My God, my God, for this I was spared! 

Why was he spared or reserved?  He was spared so he could give his life as our Passover 
Lamb to fulfill the Word of God.  
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The words in the verse that are not translated are Aramaic, which is the language the Lord 
Jesus spoke. He did not cry out that God had forsaken him as many English versions say.8  Such a 
statement contradicts everything that Jesus repeatedly said.   

Earlier, in John 8, he said, “And He who sent me is with me; and my Father has never left 
me alone, because I always do what pleases him.”  The Lord Jesus submitted to this death to 
fulfill the Word and Will of God as our Passover Lamb in order to save us. He and His Father had 
one and the same purpose.  

In John 16:32 he said, “Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be 
scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because 
the Father is with Me.”  The Lord Jesus said this in light of his approaching arrest, crucifixion and 
death. He said that his Father was with him; not forsook him. 

 

Matthew 26:53 and 54 AV 

Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently 
[immediately] give Me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then shall the 
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” 

His Father would have instantly given him more than seventy-two thousand angels to 
rescue him had he asked for them; but if he had, he could not have fulfilled the scriptures. His 
Father was with him and supported him throughout the whole ordeal.  

Nonetheless, every Easter Sunday I hear someone say that God forsook Jesus as he hung on 
the cross because He could not stand sin. Are we to believe that God forsook His only begotten Son 
as he hung dying on the cross to accomplish His will and fulfill His Word?  That is absurd!   

John 12:27 AV 
Now is My soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour: but for 
this cause came I unto this hour. 

He said this on the tenth of Nisan, the day they selected the Passover lamb and separated it 
out from the rest of the sheep. Before he died he knew that he would give his life as the Passover 
lamb. “. . . For this cause came I unto this hour.”   “For this purpose I was spared.” 

Before his arrest, he was in the Garden of Gethsemane praying. First, he asked His Father if 
it was possible if this cup could pass from him. He concluded, “nevertheless not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt.”   

The second time he prayed, “O My Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except 
I drink it, Thy will be done.”   

Likewise, “. . . he prayed the third time, saying the same words.”  He gave his life to 
accomplish His Father’s will. At every turn, he submitted to His Father’s will, regardless of his 
personal desires in order to accomplish redemption and salvation. 

No one took his life from him; he willingly submitted to God’s Word and Will and gave it; he 
laid it down. Jesus Christ offered himself as the Lamb of God. He was our Passover Lamb. He was the 
sacrifice who was unblemished from sin. He did not die for his sin but for ours. God did not forsake 
His only begotten Son as he gave his life.    

                                                           
8 Lamsa 1985; pages 102-104;  Wierwille, Jesus Christ Our Passover 1980; pages 241-249; The Way International 

Research Team 1992. see Matthew 27:46 ,#309; Concordance to the Peshitta Version of the Aramaic New 

Testament 1985; page 352, #3096. 



 

 

 

20 

Before he died he said, “It is finished.”  What was finished?  He had finished, completed; he 
literally fulfilled every detail the Word of God foretold that he would accomplish. He gave his life as 
the Passover Lamb. He finished the work His Father gave him concerning redemption and salvation. 
He then cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit [my life]:’ and 
having said thus, He gave up the ghost [Old English for his life].  

He completed the mission that God sent him to accomplish as the Lamb of God. This was his 
purpose, his destiny. It was for this purpose that he was reserved.                         

Did the Lord Jesus change his position concerning the importance of God’s Word after his 
resurrection out from among the dead?  The Lord had this conversation with two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus after he was raised from the dead. 

Luke 24: 25-27 AV 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 

have spoken: Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his 

glory?  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all 

the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

What did he expound to them after he rose from the dead?  Did he talk to them about his life 

after death experiences?  Did he offer them his opinions, or give them his philosophy about life after 

death?  Did he give them guidance from the afterlife?  No, he began in Genesis and went throughout 

the writings of the prophets . . . throughout all the scriptures . . . to expound the things written about 

him. The scriptures explain both his suffering and his glory.  

Luke 24:44-46 AV 

And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 

with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 

in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their 

understanding, that they might understand the Scriptures, And said unto them, Thus 

it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 

day: 

Again, the Lord declared that he came to fulfill, to accomplish or finish, what stood written 

in the law, the prophets and in the psalms about him. These are the three divisions of the Old 

Testament according to our lord. He took them throughout the writings of the Old Testament to 

explain these matters to them.  

How did he open their understanding?  He explained why he had to suffer, die and rise again 

by teaching them God’s Word. He put it all together for them with the Word of God.    

If the lord opened their spiritual understanding by teaching them God’s Word, what source 

do you think we should use if we are to understand spiritual matters?  We can gain spiritual 

understanding the same way as they did; we can study God’s Word and learn from the mouth of 

God. It stands written!   

The Word of God was the Lord Jesus Christ’s only reference for truth concerning spiritual 

matters. He absolutely believed the Word of God.  
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If this was our Lord’s position concerning the Word of God how can we afford to do 

otherwise?  He believed every word that the prophets wrote. He believed that the scriptures were 

the Word of God. We should walk in his steps of believing God’s Word.  

From his first recorded words to his last he appealed to God’s Word as his only authority 

concerning spiritual matters. It was his only reference concerning spiritual matters. He staked his 

very life on the Word of God. 

What man’s testimony can we trust more concerning the Word of God than God’s only 

begotten Son?  Do you know anyone that knows more about spiritual matters than our Lord?          

As his followers, we should imitate his attitude concerning the Word of God. The Scriptures 

are the Word of God, they cannot be broken, and they will not pass away. The Word of God literally 

reveals God’s Will to us.  

If we are to learn anything about spiritual matters, the Word of God must be our only 

reference for truth, the same as it was for our Lord. It is crucial that we do not overlook this vital 

truth.    

If the Lord was wrong about the Word of God, we will be wrong, too. However, if he was 

right, we will have found the key that unlocks spiritual understanding and it will allow us to know 

and walk with the Living God. The Word of God reveals the Will of God and it must be our only 

reference for truth concerning spiritual matters. 

 

Receiving from God   
 

 If we know what the Word of God says, there is only one reason that we do not see 

deliverance in our lives.     

Hebrews 11:6 ASV 

And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him; for he that cometh to 

God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 

after him. 

What is “faith”?  “Faith” is the Greek word pistis. It is a noun. The verb form is pisteuo, which 

means, “to believe.”  Even though these two words come from the same root in the Greek, you could 

not tell it by the English translation. The word “faith” means the same as the word “believe”; they 

are interchangeable. Faith or believing is to have trust and confidence that God will perform His 

Word. 

God is responsible for bringing His Word to pass as He said He would. Our responsibility is 

to take God at His Word; to believe what He says.  

At times, it seems that men get these roles confused. It is not man’s place to tell God what 

we believe He should do; it is to believe what God says in His Word.  
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There is power in believing because we are putting our trust and confidence in a Living God 

that is able and willing to perform His Word. Believing says that God is all-powerful and He is 

faithful to keep His Word.  

When we believe God, we are in a very advantageous position; we are standing in the 

presence of the Living God and He stands with us.  

God is faithful to perform His Word in our lives as He promises. To receive His promises, we 

must believe that God is able and willing to fulfill it.     

How do we get “faith”?  

Romans 10:17 AV 

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

If we are to have faith or believing, we must hear the Word of God. The Word of God builds 

believing. God’s Word is our reference for truth and we should believe it the same as our Lord did.  

The Word of God teaches us what is available from God; it expresses His Will. Believing 

God’s Word is how we receive the things of God.  

Abraham provides us with a wonderful example of believing the Word of God. 

Romans 4:20 and 21 AV 

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 

giving glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was 

able also to perform. 

God is faithful to perform His Word in our lives as He promises. To receive His promises, we 

must believe that God is able and willing to fulfill it.     

Abraham became an example of believing God because he was fully persuaded; he made up 

his mind that God was able and willing to perform His Word as He promised. He believed God’s 

promise despite what his five senses told him about his circumstances.  

He was about 100 years old and Sarah, his wife, was well past the age of child bearing (she 

was 90) and barren, yet God fulfilled His promise of a son to him.  

The circumstances said that this hope was beyond all human expectation, but God 

performed His Word as He promised because Abraham took God at His Word. He believed the 

promise that God made him even though it contradicted the reality that they were old, Sarah was 

infertile, and they were childless. He did not stagger at God’s promise to him - he was fully 

persuaded that God was able to perform what He promised.  

Believing God’s Word is the key to receiving what He promises. Believing is to have trust 

and confidence that God will perform His Word; therefore, we believe it.  

For example, if the Word of God says, “Study to show yourself approved unto God”, we 

study. If it says, “Be thankful”, we develop that attitude in our lives. If it says to “pray with the 

spirit”, we learn how to pray with the spirit and do it. If it says, “But my God shall supply all your 

need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”, that settles it. We move forward in our lives 

with trust and confidence that God will perform His Word as He promised.   
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God expects us to respond to His Word by believing it. Believing is our responsibility. God is 

responsible for bringing His Word to pass. He is responsible for providing the outcomes that He 

promises.  

If we do not see deliverance in our lives, it is because we have not heard enough of the Word 

of God to believe, or once we have heard we decide not to believe it. 

I Thessalonians 2:13 AV 

For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the 

word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in 

truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe. 

God promises that when we believe His Word, He will perform it. It will effectually work, 

which means that it will produce the results that God promises. Every single word that God had 

written will absolutely come to pass as He promised. 

These saints did not say, “Oh Paul, that is just your interpretation” or “Yes, but. . .” or “Oh, I 

disagree. I think so and so”. They received the Word of God that Paul taught them as it was in truth, 

the Word of God. Paul was God’s spokesperson and He spoke the Word of God.  

It does not matter who speaks the Word of God. If they are speaking the Word of God, it will 

produce the results it promises when believed. These saints responded to the Word of God that 

Paul taught them with believing. We can respond to the Word of God the same as they did.   

If we will study the Word of God, we can learn what God makes available to us. When we 

believe it, we will manifest the results that He promises. 

Romans 2:11 AV 

For there is no respect of persons with God. 

God is not a respecter of persons. What He has done for one person, He will do for any and 

all as they believe His Word. He does not respect the sex, race, nationality, color of our skin, 

financial status, age, or title of a person. God respects those who believe His Word. He requires this 

one thing of us.  

When we come to God’s Word and believe it we are standing on holy ground as much as 

Moses was when God spoke to him out of the burning bush. We are standing in the presence of the 

Living God.  

The records in the Bible give us example after example of people who believed God at His 

Word. They may have lived in different times and places, but they were people the same as we are. 

They were confronted with circumstances and situations which were orchestrated by the adversary 

the same as we are today. God delivered them and He will deliver us from the obstacles we may face 

today if we will take Him at His Word and believe it. 

Romans 15:4 AV  

For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.  
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This record explains that one of the things written for our learning concerns men and 

women who believed God in the face of overwhelming circumstances. They were fully persuaded 

that what God promised, He was able to perform. God had their examples of believing recorded in 

His Word so that we could benefit from them.  

Believing God at His Word is always a present tense reality. Hope, on the other hand, 

believes God’s Word concerning future realities. 

Hebrews 11:1 - 3 Nestle-Aland 

Now faith [believing] is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 

seen. For by it the men of old received divine approval. By faith [believing] we 

understand that the world was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was 

made out of things, which do not appear. 

This entire chapter is a Divine history of men and women who believed God at His Word. 

How did these men receive God’s approval?  Verse 6 says:  

And without faith [believing] it is impossible to please him. For whoever would draw 

 near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

God rewards those who diligently seek Him the same as He recompensed the men and 

women cited in Hebrews 11 that believed. God rewarded them by fulfilling His Word. Faith or 

believing comes by hearing the Word of God.  

Have you ever wondered why the Four Gospels were written? 

John 20:31 AV 

But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

The Four Gospel accounts prove beyond any shadow of doubt that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God. These words are our reference for learning.   

It does not matter what the History Channel may say, or what some scholar may theorize, 

what you may read in a novel, or what some religious group may claim; God reveals that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God. This is God’s revelation concerning His Son!  If we are to please God, we must 

believe the Word of God concerning him. When we believe it, He rewards us with life, eternal life 

through his name. 

Jesus’ genealogy, the prophecies he fulfilled, the miracles and signs he did, the teachings he 

gave – all of his words and his works – were recorded so that we could believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God and that by believing, we could have life through him.  

The Church Epistles explain what he accomplished by his suffering, death and burial, 

resurrection, ascension, and seating in the heavenlies. They unveil what before was hidden in God 

concerning Christ. These epistles reveal what was previously a mystery.  

God made it available for anyone who believes that Jesus is the Lord and that God raised 

him from the dead to be saved; to have the hope of eternal life. 
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John 3:16 AV   

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

What is available to us?  Everlasting life is available. How do we know?  God reveals it to us 

in His Word.  

How do we receive it?  We receive it by believing in God’s only begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 

How could we gain eternal life if we did not know what to believe?  God certainly did not leave it up 

to us to determine the ground rules for salvation.  

Believing the Word of God concerning Jesus Christ is the basis for receiving what He made 

available. Whenever we desire to receive the things of God in our lives, believing the Word of God is 

the key to receiving what it promises.  

We can learn from what the Lord Jesus Christ taught about believing the Word of God. 

John 12:46-50 AV 

I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in 

darkness. And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came 

not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 

my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall 

judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent 

me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. And I 

know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even 

as the Father said unto me, so I speak. 

Jesus Christ came as a light into the world. A light makes it possible to see; it dispels 

darkness. Whoever believes in him will not remain in spiritual darkness.  

He goes on to say that he spoke God’s Word as his Father directed him. It was not his word; 

it was his Father’s. He made God’s Will known by teaching His Word.  

If a man chooses to reject the words that Jesus Christ spoke, he rejects Jesus Christ, and if he 

rejects him, he rejects the Father who sent him. 

On the other hand, if we will believe God’s Word concerning the Lord Jesus, we will receive 

what it promises; life everlasting.  

A father that brought his son to Jesus to be healed said, “. . . if Thou canst do any thing, 

have compassion on us, and help us.”  What was the Lord’s response to the man? 

Mark 9:23 AV 

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. 

It was not a question of the Lord being able to do anything, or if he had compassion on them 

– it was a matter of the man believing if his son was to receive deliverance. Believing the promise of 

God is the requirement for receiving it.  
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God’s Word must be the focal point of our believing if we are to receive the delivering 

power of God in our lives. It is our point of contact with Almighty God. You cannot separate God 

from His Word. He is as much His Word as your word is a part of you.  

If we will believe what God says, all that He says is possible because He stands behind His 

promises. 

Jeremiah 32:27 AV 

Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for me? 

God is not the problem. There is nothing too hard for Him. He is able to deliver and He says 

that He is willing to do it if we will believe what He says. He is not a respecter of persons but of 

believing.  

God created the heavens and the earth. He raised Jesus Christ from the dead. He made 

eternal life available through Jesus Christ. There is nothing too hard for Him. When we believe what 

He says, we can be confident that He is able and willing to perform it. 

God does not lie as men do. God does not make promises He is not willing to perform. 

When God sent the angel Gabriel to Mary with the message that she would bring forth His 

only begotten Son by Divine conception, he said: 

Luke 1:37 AV 

For with God nothing shall be impossible. 

The word translated “nothing” is, pan rhema, which means, “every word”. The statement 

emphasizes that nothing God says is impossible for Him to perform. Weymouth’s version reflects 

this truth. 

Luke 1:37 Weymouth 

For no promise from God will be impossible of fulfilment.  

God will not fail to perform a single word that He promises. He has the power to perform it 

and He obligated Himself to do what He promised. He committed Himself to His Word.    

God’s Word is His binding pledge that He will do what He says He will do. He will not fail to 

perform anything that He has promised. We have His Word on it.  

Look at Mary’s response to what the angel said. 

Luke 1:38 AV 

And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. 

And the angel departed from her. 

What was Mary’s response?  She said, “Be it unto me according to thy word”. That is 

believing!   

According to her culture, Mary would have been a teenager at this time. She believed that 

she would conceive by a divine act and bear the only begotten Son of God as God’s messenger said.  
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In the face of what seemed impossible sense knowledge wise, she said, “Be it unto me 

according to thy word”. She believed that God would fulfill His Word as He said. That is what it is 

to have faith; to believe!   

When Mary went to visit Elizabeth, Elizabeth prophesied: 

Luke 1:45 AV 

And blessed is she that believed for there shall be a performance of those things 

which were told her from the Lord. 

This must have been a tremendous comfort to Mary. Did she believe?  Did God perform His 

Word?  Jesus Christ was born exactly as God said he would be born; where He said, when He said, to 

whom He said he would be born, despite every attempt by the adversary to prevent it.  

Whose idea was Jesus Christ’s birth?  It was God’s idea. Who brought His Word to pass?  God 

did.  

What did Mary do?  She believed the Word of God that the angel delivered to her. She took 

His Word for it.  

We can respond to the Word of God the same as Mary did. We can choose to believe the 

Word of God addressed to us the same as Mary believed God’s Word that concerned her. God had 

this written so that we can learn from her example of believing. 

Consider Jesus Christ’s teaching to his disciples. 

Mark 11:23 and 24 AV 

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, ‘Be thou 

removed, and be cast into the sea;’ and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe 

that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith. 

Therefore I say unto  you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 

receive them, and ye shall have them. 

God’s only begotten Son taught that believing is the requirement to having our prayers 

answered. Once we know the promise of God, believing it is the key to receiving it.  

If we are to know what God has made available to us, we must learn it from His Word.  

If we are to receive the promises of God, we must respond by believing what He says. He is 

not only able; He is also willing to perform His Word for those who believe it. 

It does not matter whether we need eternal life, healing, or an answer to prayer, believing 

God’s Word is the key to receiving it. 

Circumstances do not limit God. He is able and willing to do whatever He says He will do. 

Nothing is too hard for Him.  

Let’s consider one more example of believing. The Apostle Paul was a prisoner on a ship 

heading to Rome for his trial before Caesar.  

If that was not bad enough, the captain of the ship decided to sail during what we would call 

“hurricane season”. As they sailed to Rome they ran into a violent storm with tempestuous winds 
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and horrific waves, a Euroclydon. They lost the ship’s cargo and were afraid that the ship would 

break apart from the devastating force of the waves. They feared for their lives. Exhausted from 

their fourteen-day ordeal to survive the fury of the violent hurricane force storm, the crew lost all 

hope of survival. Their circumstances were terrifying! 

Acts 27:21-25 AV   

But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye 

should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained 

this harm and loss. And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no 

loss of any man’s life among you, but of the ship. For there stood by me this night the 

angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be 

brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. 

Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God that it shall be even as it was told 

me. 

“I believe God that it shall be even as it was told me.”  That is the key to receiving God’s 

deliverance!  Paul literally stood on God’s Word and God brought His Word to pass as He promised.  

When you stand on the Word of God, you are standing in the presence of the Living God; you 

are standing on holy ground. He will not; He cannot break His Word. Believing is to have trust and 

confidence that God will perform His Word.    

Numbers 23:19 a 

God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: 

hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 

It is God’s responsibility to fulfill His Word. “Hath He spoken, and shall he not make it 

good?”   

Our responsibility is to believe the Word of God, even if we were a prisoner on a ship lost at 

sea in a violent storm, or a young woman about to conceive by Divine conception.  

God has not changed. He is the same today as He was then. God is greater than any difficulty 

we may face.  

Circumstances do not hinder Him. When we believe the Word of God addressed to us we 

will witness the delivering power of God in our lives. Our God is not a respecter of persons. 

The Scripture is the Word of God. It is God speaking to you. The Scripture is as much God’s 

Word as the words He gave Jesus Christ, or Mary, or Paul. The Word of God is God speaking now. 

God’s Word is a present tense reality and He promises to fulfill it for those who will believe 

it. He is not a respecter of persons, but of believing. When we take God at His Word, we are standing 

in the presence of Almighty God who is able to supply, defend, support and deliver us. 
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The More Sure Word of Prophecy 
 

 What is prophecy? Where does it originate? Is the interpretation of prophecy up to personal 

or denominational interpretation?  These questions need our attention if we are to handle the Word 

of God honestly. 

II Peter 1:20-21 AV 

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

What is prophecy?  Prophecy is that which God speaks or declares. It will always declare His 

Will. At times, it may concern future events, but foretelling is not a requirement. 

The “prophecy of the scripture” always sets forth the declared Word and Will of God. It 

did not come by the will of man, that is, through his intellectual ability or determination. It came 

from revelation knowledge given by the holy spirit.  

God was the source of these words – not man. God gave His Word to “holy men of God” and 

they spoke as the holy spirit directed them. God gave His Word to instruct His People about 

spiritual matters. 

Let’s back up a few verses and read the context in which these verses appear. The Apostle 

Peter was speaking to God’s people by revelation, by the manifestation of word of knowledge, 

which is one of the nine manifestations of the spirit. 

II Peter 1:16-19 AV 

For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you 

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice 

to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy 

mount. We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye 

take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 

star arise in your hearts: 

Verse 19 says, “We have also a more sure word of prophecy . . .” The Apostle Peter was 

an eyewitness of the Lord Jesus Christ’s majesty. He was there and witnessed firsthand the 

phenomenal experience on the mount, and yet it says we have a “more sure word of prophecy.”  

What could possibly be surer than being an eye witness of his majesty firsthand?  The next verse 

gives us the answer.  

II Peter 1:20 AV  

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. 

The “more sure word of prophecy” is the “prophecy of the Scripture” of verse 20, and   
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“ . . . the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

We read previously that all scripture is God-breathed. It came by God’s will – not by man’s.  

The prophecy of the scripture – the declared Word of God – is even “more sure”, more 

certain than the experience that Peter, James, and John had as eyewitnesses of the Lord Jesus 

Christ’s majesty when he was transfigured before them on the holy mount and they heard God say, 

“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”.  

To have been with the Lord Jesus and to see and hear what they experienced firsthand was 

a phenomenal experience, but, the revelation of the Scripture is “more sure”, more certain, than 

any spiritual experience we could ever possibly have.  

II Peter 1:20 AV  

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 

The very first thing we are to know about the Word of God is that no prophecy of the 

scripture is of any private interpretation. Let me say that again. Nothing that God speaks forth in the 

Scripture is of any “private interpretation”.  

“Private” is the word, idios, which means “one’s own”. The word for “interpretation” is 

epiluo, which means to “let loose upon” as you would let a hunting dog loose upon game. We are not 

to let loose upon the Word of God with our opinions and ideas. 

Why is the Scripture not of any private interpretation? 

II Peter 1:21 AV 

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

God authored His Word. He gave the revelation of His Word to men by His spirit. There have 

been many writers of the Word of God, but only one Author and He is the only One who has the 

privilege and right to interpret His Word. He said what He meant, that is why He used the words 

that He used. He communicated His Will to us with words so that we do not miss His intended 

meaning.  

If God did not leave it up to us to interpret His Word, either what He declares to us in the 

Scripture will interpret itself, or no interpretation will be possible. Either He will reveal the 

meaning of His Word to us, or it will remain hidden. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 AV 

The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed 

belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.  

We cannot possibly know what God has hidden from us, but what He has chosen to reveal is 

ours to know and believe.  

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the believers at Ephesus, he said: 
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Ephesians 3:3 and 4 AV 

How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few 

words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of 

Christ) 

Where did the Apostle Paul get the information he was declaring to them?  God revealed the 

mystery concerning Christ to the Apostle Paul by revelation, the manifestation of word of 

knowledge. Where was this knowledge before God revealed it to the Apostle Paul? 

Ephesians 3: 8 and 9 NIV  

Although I am less than the least of all God’s people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the 

administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things. 

Today we can know what God previously hid from man concerning this mystery or secret. It 

was impossible to know it until God gave the revelation to Paul because previous to that it was 

hidden in God.  

Ephesians 1:9 NIV 

And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 

which he purposed in Christ, 

Why did God reveal the mystery of His will concerning Christ to us?  It was His good 

pleasure to give us this spiritual wisdom and understanding.  

If we remain ignorant after God has revealed His Word we cannot blame our ignorance on 

Him.  

Since God does not want us ignorant of His Word, it will have to interpret itself. The Word of 

God will interpret itself either in the verse where it appears, or in the context surrounding the 

verse, or the interpretation will have been previously revealed in the Scripture.  

If we will utilize the source that God provided us for our spiritual education, we will be in a 

position that He can teach us.  

If we will take Him at His Word, we can learn from the mouth of God Himself. If we will 

study and believe the Word of God, it will unlock spiritual doors for us that we did not previously 

know existed. 

God’s Word is our point of contact, our touchstone with Almighty God. You cannot get any 

closer to God than His Word.  

When we have the God-breathed Word, we are standing in the presence of the Living God. 

His Word is more sure, more certain than any spiritual experience we could ever have.  

God is who He says He is in His Word. God can do what He says He can do in His Word. God 

is able and willing to give what He says He can give.  

Simply put, the Word of God is the revelation of His Will to man. This may seem so simple, 

yet far too many have overlooked this crucial truth. The Word of God is the standard for truth 

concerning spiritual matters, and, it will interpret itself.  
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God’s Word reveals what He intended to reveal to us in the verse by the words He chose to 

use, with the grammar He utilized, by the figures of speech He employed, by the Orientalisms he 

incorporated to express it so that we do not miss His intended meaning.  

The verse must fit with the context in which it appears.  

If the verse and the context do not interpret the Will of God to us, we then must look for it 

from a previous usage. 

Pay attention, beloved!  No one knows any more about spiritual matters than God has 

chosen to reveal to us in His Word. His Word is the foundation upon which every spiritual matter 

rests.  

II Timothy 2:15 AV 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

If God’s Word interprets itself (and it does), we should study it to show ourselves approved 

unto God; not to me, or to you, or to any particular group. When we rightly divide the Word of God, 

we will have the Word of truth without any private interpretation and we will not have to be 

ashamed of our workmanship before God. 

People divide the Word of God any way they see fit today. This is the root cause of division 

among Christians. We have division after division among God’s people for this very reason. We 

cannot divide the Word of God any way we choose and still have the truth that God intended. We 

should study the Word of God to the end it reveals its interpretation to us as God intended it to do; 

only then will we have the Word of truth.  

Acts 17:11 AV  

These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things 

were so. 

How did the Bereans receive God’s Word?  They received it “with all readiness of mind”. 

They were eager and willing to learn and they were humble; they were teachable. 

What was their authority for truth; what caused them to believe?  They searched the Word 

of God to see if those things were so.  

How often did they search the scriptures?  They searched them daily.  

We should imitate these believers. They took everything they heard concerning spiritual 

matters back to God’s Word to see if it was true. 
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How the Word of God Interprets Itself 
 

 Why do Christians not all agree on the teaching of the Word of God?  This question is 

paramount to our search for the truth. One group believes one thing and another believes 

something quite contrary. How is this possible if they both claim to believe the truth? 

To answer this question, we need some basic knowledge about the Word of God. Next, we 

need to understand how it interprets itself.  

The earliest known manuscripts of the Word of God date from the fourth century A.D. We 

do not have any originals in existence today.  

The oldest manuscripts were written in uncial (all capital letters), also known as majuscule. 

An example would read, 

FORGODSOLOVEDTHEWORLDTHATHEGAVEHISONLYBEGOTTENSONTHATWHOSOEVERBELIEVE

THINHIMSHOULDNOTPERISHBUTHAVEEVERLASTINGLIFE 

These manuscripts date from the fourth to ninth century. Early in the ninth century, cursive 

script began to take its place. Below is an example of cursive script. 

Forgodsolovedtheworldthathehegavehisonlybegottensonthatwhowsoverbelievethinhimshouldnot 

perishbuthaveeverlastinglife 

  There was no punctuation, no chapter divisions or verses in these manuscripts. The editors 

of the various Bibles added these much later.  

The Old Testament texts were originally written in Hebrew, while the New Testament texts 

were originally written in Estrangelo Aramaic and Greek. Some texts were later translated into 

Latin.  

A translation is the first copy of a manuscript when converted into another language. The 

second someone reworks it in any way it is then becomes a version. 

No particular translation, much less a version, is the original God-breathed Word of God as 

given to holy men of God by revelation. Since none of these is THE Word of God, how do we get back 

to what God originally revealed to His holy apostles and prophets? 

To get THE Word of God from any version of the Bible we will have to work it from the 

information it reveals to us – not from secular or religious sources outside of the Scriptures such as 

tradition, the early church fathers, denominational writings, church councils, church history, etc. 

Man is the origin of these references, not God. These sources may be correct, or they may be in 

error. 

II Timothy 1:15 AV 

This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are 

Phygellus and Hermogenes. 

The Apostle Paul wrote this around 67 AD. Before the end of his life all Asia had turned 

away from him and the revelation of the Word of God that God gave him.  
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How can we trust early church fathers, or church history, or decisions that church councils 

made if they say something different from the revelation that God gave him?  We must go back to 

the original source that God gave man for our believing – the Word of God - if we are to discover the 

truth. 

We cannot interpret the Word of God in light of church history, the early church fathers, by 

what councils determined, etc. God did not give these sources for truth.   

To get the Word of God as He originally gave it to holy men of God, it will have to interpret 

itself in the verse right where it is written, or in the context where the verse appears. If we cannot 

find the interpretation in the verse or its context, we will have to consider scripture records where 

the subject is discussed previously. 

We must always remember that God gave His Word to reveal His Will to people. It is His 

revelation to people; therefore, we should expect that He gave it using words and grammar 

accurately so that His thoughts would be precisely conveyed and understood. The combination of 

words and grammar are what makes language intelligible. He communicated exactly what He 

intended to communicate, how He said it, when He said it, to whom He said it, where He said it, and 

why He said it.  

He did not reveal His Word so that men could come up with a meaning independent of the 

words He used to communicate it. God does not leave it up to us to determine His Will in light of 

what He did not say, nor from ideas that come out of our minds instead of His. He used words to 

communicate with us so that we could understand His thoughts. The Scriptures give us a point of 

reference, a safe checkpoint as to what God said and meant.  

We cannot replace the authority of the Word of God as our reference for truth with ideas 

from the mind of the interpreter. We cannot disregard the common meaning of the words that God 

used in His Word and replace them with our speculations. We must never lose sight of the truth 

that all scripture is God-breathed and that He gave it to us for godly profit. It is more sure than 

anything else when it comes to spiritual matters. 

Within the verse, we will have to consider the biblical definition of the words used, that is, 

how God uses them in the Scriptures. The usage of words in the Word of God may vary from their 

secular usage.  

We can trace a word from its first use and following uses in the Word of God to find its 

biblical meaning. We can use a concordance that gives every use of a word in the Bible to 

accomplish this. Young’s and Strong’s are both good concordances.    

A lexicon gives the usages of a word employed in the Word of God, the Bible; it gives their 

various definitions. Kittle, Bullinger, Vine, Thayer, Liddell and Scott’s are a few examples of lexicons 

for Greek New Testament words. 

 An interlinear, which places the English words above the Greek, Hebrew or Aramaic words 

is helpful in biblical study, also. You can then check an Analytical Lexicon for the parsing of the 

words used and their definitions.  



 

 

 

35 

 We also must understand the archaic usage of words we find in various versions of the 

Bible. A word used during one period of history may have a different meaning than the current 

usage of the word. For example, Noah Webster compiled the American Dictionary of the English 

Language in 1828. It is helpful with versions written around that time. 

Within the verse, we must recognize figures of speech and their usage in the Scriptures. The 

Holy Spirit places emphasis in His Word using figures of speech. There are over 200 figures used in 

God’s Word.  

Figures of speech do not lessen the truth stated; they intensify it, and draw our attention to 

what is said in some way that deviates from normal grammatical usage. The figure takes on a 

different form from its ordinary and natural form.    

The most comprehensive work in this field that I am aware of is by Dr. E. W. Bullinger.  

We must understand oriental idioms and customs (Orientalisms) that were common in 

Eastern lands during the times in which the Bible was written. The Word of God is an Eastern book; 

it was not written in our country and culture. These idioms appear throughout the Word of God; 

every book of the Bible contains them.  

Bishop K.C. Pillai did the most comprehensive work I know of in this field. He gives excellent 

insight into the eastern culture and expressions, which were common to them.  

If we are to have the Word of God as He originally gave it, it must fit together from Genesis 

1:1 to Revelation 22:21 without any contradiction.  

If there seems to be a discrepancy, it will come from an improper translation of the text or 

our lack of understanding. Truth is truth.  

Using the keys to how the Word of God interprets itself, we will be able to determine the 

God-breathed original so that it expresses God’s Will to us.      

The verse must agree with the teaching of the context in which it appears. We cannot 

wrestle a verse from its context and use it in a way that contradicts the teaching that surrounds it.    

If the verse or the context surrounding it does not give us the interpretation, we will have to 

search instances where the subject appears previously in the scriptures. If we trace the subject back 

to where it first appears and then track it through the Word of God, we will find the correct 

explanation.  

Every record regarding the identical subject must agree if we are to rightly-divide God’s 

Word. Once we consider every scripture dealing with the identical subject we will know all there is 

to know concerning it. 

We must realize that not everything concerning a given topic may be given in one scripture. 

As we study the identical subject from other passages, they will complement one another and give 

us added insight.  

One record may give us a part of the truth while other records may supply us with 

additional details, which when considered together will furnish us with a complete picture of the 

truth. This is the principle of scripture-buildup. 
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If we lump scriptures together concerning similar records (even though they may concern 

different times, people, places or other details), as though they are identical, our handling of the 

Word of God may be in error. We need to consider the place the record occurs, the time it occurs, 

the details of what occurs, the records that precede it, and those that follow it.   

We must be cognizant of to whom the record is addressed, who it concerns and of whom it 

is true.  

The Scriptures are addressed either to the Jews (Judeans), or to the Gentiles, or to the 

Church of God.9   

A Gentile is not a Judean and a Judean is not the Church. If we read God’s Word as though it 

all concerns only us, we could walk away with frustration, confusion, or fear.  

The different times or administrations in which God deals with man must also be 

considered if we are to rightly divide His Word. Each period began with an act of God and an act of 

God ended it.  

There are seven of these administrations of time in the Word of God:  Paradise, Patriarchal, 

Law, Christ, Grace, the Lord’s Day and the third heaven and earth.    

God worked with men based on what was available to Him in each period. For example, He 

worked with Adam on the basis of spirit during the administration of Paradise in the garden.  

After he sinned, he lost the spirit of God. God worked with men that believed what He said. 

This is the Patriarchal Administration. Men such as Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 

Joseph were men that were fathers of believing.  The Paradise Administration was different from 

the administration that followed it.   

Later, God gave Moses the Law in writing for the nation of Israel. He dealt with Israel on the 

basis of the law during this period.  

Next, He sent His Son to fulfill the Law. The Law Administration overlapped with the Christ 

Administration that covered the period of his earthly ministry.  

After Christ fulfilled the law, (after his death, resurrection, and ascension into the 

heavenlies, and seating at the right hand of God), the Administration of the Grace of God began with 

the giving of the holy spirit.  

The Administration of the Grace of God, which was a mystery until God revealed it to the 

Apostle Paul, will last until Christ comes to redeem those for whom he died. He will gather together 

both the dead in Christ and those who are alive and remain unto his coming. They will be caught up 

together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and from then on, we will always be with the 

Lord. 

The current standard of God’s grace is different from the standard of the law when Christ 

was present on earth before he fulfilled it and accomplished redemption. The offer of God’s grace 

today is also different from the standard in the next administration of the Lord’s Day. 

                                                           
9 I Corinthians 10:32. 
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The Lord’s Day will be a period of judgment on earth. After the judgments and the wrath of 

God are poured out on the earth, Christ will come to the earth and rule as the King of kings and Lord 

of lords. It will concern Israel and the Gentiles.  

The Administration of Glory in the third heaven and earth will follow the Lord’s Day and it 

will again be very different from the times before it. God will make all things new again in the third 

heaven and third earth. It will be a period of unending glory: no more sickness, sorrow or death, 

and no more adversary.  

When we encounter a verse that is difficult to understand, it will have to agree with the 

teaching of other clear verses concerning the same subject. For example, let’s say there are 50 clear 

verses concerning the identical subject and we run into a verse that does not seem to agree with 

them. We must work the difficult verse from the perspective of those that are clear and 

understandable. The problematic verse must fit with those that are clear and understandable.  

If it is the Word of God as He originally gave it to holy men of God by revelation, it cannot 

contradict itself. It must fit together from Genesis 1:1 to Revelation 22:21 without contradiction. If 

we will work the Scriptures in this manner, we will be able to recapture the original “God breathed 

Word”. 

These are the principles of biblical study I will use in this book. The Word of God will 

interpret itself. This is the only system of interpretation we can trust for real answers if we are to 

understand the Word of God.  

In Biblical study, we must be as honest about learning as we would be in any other field. We 

cannot decide what we believe before we consider the evidence God reveals to us in His Word.  

Romans 10:17 AV 

So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God 

 

We must hear the testimony of the Word of God before we decide what to believe. We 

cannot begin our study of God’s Word with predetermined ideas and then look for scriptures that 

support our point of view. If we do, our believing may be in error. Our preconceived ideas or 

predetermined positions could be roadblocks that prevent us from learning. The thoughts and ideas 

in the mind of the interpreter cannot be our authority for truth.    

The Word of God is our only authority for truth, and we must allow it to interpret itself so 

that we can understand the will of God.  If we begin with what is in the mind of the interpreter as 

our authority, instead of utilizing the Word of God as our authority for truth, the meaning of a 

passage could be distorted.  

Someone once said, “It’s what you learn after you think you know the answer that is really 

important.”   

If we truly want answers, we must allow the Word of God to speak for itself. Sincerity is no 

guarantee for truth. We cannot afford to be close-minded when it comes to learning the truths that 

God gives us by the revelation of His Word. 
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God does not have to conform to our way of thinking, but as we learn from His revelation, 

we will have to change our minds to conform to His thinking.  

We need to be teachable. This requires humility on our part. We must put forth the effort to 

learn and receive God’s Word with meekness. 

We must have the same “readiness of mind” as the Bereans we read about in Acts 17:11. If 

we expect to gain an understanding of spiritual matters, we will have to study the Word of God as 

our reference for truth and allow it to reveal the truth to us. It will interpret itself. 

 When we come to believe that the Bible is the revealed Word and Will of God, we will have 

arrived at a position that far too many have overlooked.  

When we have THE Word of God as God originally gave it to holy men of God, we are 

standing in the presence of God. We cannot get any closer to God than His Word, no more than you 

could get closer to me than by hearing my words. 

Once we allow the Word of God to interpret itself by studying it to show ourselves approved 

unto God, by rightly dividing it, we will have the Word of Truth. If we will take God at His Word, we 

will be in a position that we can learn from the mouth of God Himself.  

 

God Does Not Want Us Ignorant 
   

 Is it God’s will for His people to be ignorant about spiritual matters?  

I Corinthians 12:1 King James Version 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 

The English words, “spiritual gifts,” are from the Greek word, pneumatikos. The editors of 

the King James Version added the word “gifts”; it is not in the Greek text. The King James version 

uses italic type to alert us to words that were not in the original text. Pneumatikos means “spiritual 

matters”. Spiritual matters embrace a wider range of subjects than gifts alone.  

The context considers several spiritual matters, such as speaking by the spirit of God, gift 

ministries, the gift of holy spirit, various ways of serving, manifestations of the spirit, members of 

the body of Christ, how we are to work together, etc. Gifts are spiritual matters, but not all spiritual 

matters are gifts. 

God does not want us ignorant about spiritual matters. He explains these issues to us with 

His Word. Verse 3 says, “Wherefore I give you to understand . . .” The rest of the chapter explains 

these spiritual matters. He gives us understanding with spiritual words - His words. 

Does God want us to be ignorant about death and our hope?  

 

I Thessalonians 4:13 AV  

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them, which are asleep, 

that ye sorrow not, even as others, which have no hope.  
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To whom is He speaking?  He is speaking to “brethren”, the believers in Christ. He does not 

want us ignorant about “them which are asleep”, meaning those who are dead. He does not want 

us to sorrow as those who have no hope of eternal life. If God does not want us ignorant, He must 

instruct us, which He does in the context that follows.  

I Thessalonians 4:15 AV  

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord . . . . 

That which follows is “the word of the Lord” and it reveals the will of God to us concerning 

our hope and release from death. 

Christians do not have to sorrow like the ungodly who have no promise of life beyond the 

grave. We may suffer the loss of a loved one today, but we have the comfort of knowing that God 

will raise them from the dead when Christ returns for his Church. God does not want us ignorant of 

the deliverance He will provide from death by Christ. 

He provides information on subjects that confound the natural man and Christians who do 

not study and rightly divide the Word of God, thus remaining ignorant of His Will. His Word gives us 

clarity and certainty concerning spiritual matters. 

God’s Word instructs us of His Will; it reveals the truth about spiritual matters. If we remain 

ignorant after He has revealed them, it is certainly not His fault. 

I Timothy 2:4 AV 

Who [God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 

God does not us to be ignorant. He not only wants us to be saved, He wants us to come unto 

the knowledge of the truth. Sadly, not everyone chooses to believe the truth of His Word.  

Jeremiah 2:13 AV 

For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living 

 waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. 

To whom is God speaking?  He is speaking to His people. What did they do?  They forsook 

God, who is “the fountain of living waters”; He is an endless source of supply.  

Instead, they made their own man-made cisterns, which were broken and could not hold 

water. They limited God by their own man-made doctrines and traditions. Their man-made 

doctrines and traditions were not only limited cisterns; they were broken ones that failed them 

time and again. 

God gave His Word to His people so they could know that He was an unlimited supply of 

resources to them.  

When men do not study the Word of God and believe its teaching, but instead degrade it by 

substituting their own ideas, philosophies, and traditions for it, they will not have the resources 

that God wants to supply them; they will have broken cisterns that cannot even hold water.    

Isaiah 46:9 and 10 AV  

Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, 

and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 



 

 

 

40 

times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 

my pleasure:  

No one has to be ignorant. God declared the end from the beginning. The only source from 

which we can gain this knowledge is from the Word of God. If we desire to understand this subject, 

we must listen to what God says about it.  

God’s counsel shall stand. Even if the whole world dismisses the Word of God today, nothing 

can keep Him from performing His will. It is a tremendous comfort to know the certainty of His 

Word.   

Isaiah 42:9 AV  

Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they 

spring  forth I tell you of them.  

God’s track record is reliable; He is trustworthy. God is the only One capable of teaching us 

these things. It is available to know about them if we will but take the time to study His Word.  

Isaiah 42:23 AV  

Who among you will give ear to this? Who will hearken and hear for the time to 

come? 

This is the real question. Perhaps we should listen to God concerning these subjects. He is 

searching for those who will listen to Him.  

There is much more profit in believing what He says rather than guessing or imagining 

something. The conclusions we reach from guessing or imagining cannot guarantee truth or make it 

so.  

Human beings do not have the ability to look beyond the grave with their five senses. Man 

cannot even reliably predict the weather from one day to the next, much less eternity. God has 

planned for eternity, and He is willing to give us an understanding of His release from death, and of 

future times so that we are not ignorant. 

 Isaiah 41:21-23 NIV  

21. “Present your case,” says the Lord. “Set forth your arguments,” says Jacob’s King.  

22. “Tell us, you idols, what is going to happen. Tell us what the former things were, 

so that we may consider them and know their final outcome. Or declare to us the 

things to come,  

23. tell us what the future holds, so we may know that you are gods. Do something, 

whether good or bad so that we will be dismayed and filled with fear. 

God explains both former things such as the beginning and the times of the end, before they 

take place. Apparently, He has not hidden these truths from us. Why would any man want to argue 

with God?  

Why would anyone choose to reject what He says regarding these subjects?  What higher 

authority could we possibly consult for this knowledge?  If we are smart, we will always take what 
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someone may say about spiritual matters back to the Word of God to see if it is so. We do not have 

to be ignorant.   

Revelation knowledge comes from God. What He says is true and reliable. God’s knowledge 

is superior to man’s limited senses knowledge. God is God: all-powerful, eternal, and all wise. What 

is man next to Him? 

Isaiah 55:8-11 AV  

8. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the 

LORD.  

9. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

10. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 

thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give 

seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:   

11. So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me 

void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it. 

It is inconceivable to think that rain will not cause plants to bud. It is also absurd to think 

that God’s Word will not accomplish that which He pleases.   

The context of these verses in Isaiah concern the coming of Christ. He came the first time to 

accomplish redemption exactly as God promised. He is coming again to redeem those for whom he 

gave his life, exactly as God reveals in His Word. 

Jesus Christ literally fulfilled every word that God had the prophets write concerning his 

first coming. Likewise, he will literally fulfill every word written in the Word of God concerning his 

second coming.  

Multiple prophets recorded hundreds of prophecies over a span of some twenty-five 

hundred years concerning the Coming One and they all converge in the life of one man – the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, in a series of lectures called, God’s Living Oracles,10 said: 

Over 300 predictions about the Messiah are to be found in the Old Testament. 

According to the law of compound probability, the chance of their coming true is 

represented by a fraction whose numerator is one, and the denominator eighty-four 

followed by nearly one hundred ciphers. One might almost as well expect by 

accident to dip up any one particular drop out of the ocean as to expect so many 

prophetic rays to converge by chance upon one man, in one place, at one time. God 

has put especially upon these prophecies as to His Son the stamp of absolute verity 

and indisputable certainty, so that we may know whom we have believed. Mistakes 

in so solemn a matter are fatal and God meant that none should be possible.  

                                                           
10 Pierson 1910. 
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If we only considered the prophecies concerning the last 24 hours of Jesus Christ’s 

life before his crucifixion, according to the law of compound probabilities, the 

chance that they all happened together by accident is 1 in 537,000,000.     

God marked every conceivable detail concerning the coming of His Son. Jesus Christ fulfilled 

every word that concerns his first coming and we can be confident that he will perform every word 

that concerns his second coming. Nothing is more reliable than the Word of God and He does not 

want us to be ignorant of His Word.    

Isaiah 14:24 AV 

The LORD of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to 

pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: 

If we are not to wander aimlessly through life, it is vital that we understand the Word of 

God. The Word of God will answer our questions concerning life, death, salvation, resurrection, and 

beyond.    

These issues belong to a realm that exists beyond the reach of human wisdom. No man can 

understand this realm without the revelation knowledge of God’s Word. His Word shall stand and it 

will come to pass as He purposed.  

Ephesians 1:18 AV  

The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the 

hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints . . .  

God desires that we understand the hope of His calling. His Word will enlighten us as to 

what is available to know about it. God’s Word reveals eternal truths on which we can stake our 

lives. God’s Word gives us certain hope in the midst of all the guesswork and speculation 

concerning the spiritual realm.  

God is the only One that can reveal the truth about the realm that lies beyond the boundary 

of our five senses. He is willing to teach us about spiritual matters that we could not otherwise 

understand. He does not want us to be ignorant. 

I pray that you will go to God’s Word for the answers you need in your life. Ask Him to open 

the eyes of your understanding when you read and study His Word. He wants you to have answers 

and see His delivering power in your life.  

Jesus Christ said, “I am come that you might have life and that you might have it more 

abundantly”.11  This is God’s will for us. Jesus Christ came so that we could live a more abundant 

life. 

The understanding and believing of the Word of God concerning Jesus Christ will enable us 

to live a life that is more than abundant.  

The knowledge of our hope in Christ will have a dynamic effect on how we live our lives. 

Our hope will sustain us as we face the challenges of this life.  

                                                           
11 John 10:10. 
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The revelation of the Word of God may surprise you as it did me when I first heard it. 

Nevertheless, we can be sure that God meant exactly what He said when He had it written.  

The truth concerning every single spiritual matter pivots on the revelation of the Word of 

God and He does not want us ignorant of it. 

 

A Conversation with God 
 

 Not too many of us have had a conversation with God like the one that Job had. 

Job 38:1-6 NIV 

1. Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He said:   

2. “Who is this that darkens My counsel with words without knowledge?   

3. Brace yourself like a man; I will question you; and you shall answer me.  

4. “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?  Tell me, if you understand.  

5. Who marked off its dimensions?  Surely you know!  Who stretched a measuring line 

across it?   

6. On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone -  

God said to Job, “I have some foundational questions for you, Job, and I want you to answer 

them for Me. These are basic, so I am sure that you must know how I did these things since you are 

so intelligent.”   

Job 38:17 AV 

Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? or hast thou seen the doors of the 

shadow of death? 

Job 38:21 AV 

Knowest thou it, because thou wast then born? or because the number of thy days is 

great? 

Job 40:2 NIV 

“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God 

answer him!” 

Quite a conversation, is it not?  Can you imagine being in Job’s sandals?  I wonder what 

human ability could qualify us to answer questions about how God laid the earth’s foundation or 

determined its dimensions. Where will we get answers to our questions about death?     

Today men often speak presumptuously about things they know nothing about as though 

they were experts on the subject. They speculate about realities that God alone determined. 
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E. W. Kenyon once said, “When man reaches the limits of his sense knowledge, he turns 

philosopher or guesser.”12     

God asked Job, “Who is this that darkens My counsel by words without knowledge.”   

The ideas of religion will never bring us into the presence of God; they will obstruct us from 

knowing Him. They will lead us away from God and hinder us in our quest to know Him.  

Are we so daring that we are willing to trust in the guesses of a human being when it comes 

to eternal life? 

The creation of the heavens and the earth, life, death, hope and judgment are matters under 

God’s jurisdiction, not man’s. God alone determined these realities and He alone can explain them to 

us.  

If we are to understand spiritual matters, we will have to search the Word of God and allow 

it to reveal the answers to our questions. God’s Word will answer our questions. 

If we are to discover the truth concerning spiritual matters, we must learn from the mouth 

of God – from His Word. God has been gracious enough to enlighten us about all things that pertain 

to life and godliness by the revelation knowledge of His Word.  

We should be so very thankful that God does not want us ignorant concerning spiritual 

realities that clearly lie beyond the boundary of our five senses.     

                                                           
12 Kenyon 1966. 


