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PART THREE: THE SEED OF THE WOMAN 
 

 Genesis 3:15 gives the first revelation concerning the seed of the woman. The prophecies 

laced throughout the Old Testament describe who he would be, what he would accomplish, where 

he would be born and why he was coming.    

The culmination of prophecy given by multiple prophets, spanning some 4000 years merges 

in the life of this one man. Jesus Christ was indeed the coming one, the promised seed of the woman.  

Genesis 3:15 AKJV 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 

seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Does the woman provide the seed necessary for conception? No, she provides the egg; the 

man provides the seed. Why then does it say “her seed” in this verse? This draws our attention to 

the seed that God promised to provide. If God was to provide the seed it would have to be by Divine 

conception. 

Hebrews 2:14 AKJV  

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil. 

Since God miraculously supplied the seed, the child had sinless blood the same as the first 

Adam did before he sinned. This child, like the first Adam, would be a genetically perfect human 

being. He partook of flesh and blood the same as every other man.  

Hebrews 4:15 AKJV 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  

Like the first Adam, Jesus had freedom of will and he could choose to believe God’s Word or 

not. It was his choice to obey his Father’s Word or to sin. Even though he was tempted in all points 

as we are, he chose to stand on the Word of God until his last breath. He is called “the last Adam” in 

I Corinthians 15:45.   

 Hebrews 2:17 and18 AKJV 

Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 

might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered being 

tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted. 

Jesus was in all things made like his brethren. Being a man, the second Adam, we can trace 

his genealogy. Luke traces his bloodline back to Adam while Matthew traces it to the regal line of 
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King David and to Abraham.1 He experienced temptation, pain and suffering the same as we do. He 

completely understands our trials and tribulations.  

“Her seed” met all the necessary criteria to fulfill the Word of God. He would be the coming 

Messiah of Israel, the Prophet like Moses, God’s Chief Apostle, the High Priest who has an 

unchangeable priesthood, and the King of Israel of whose kingdom there will be no end. The one 

thing that these different offices have in common is that God gave them all to men.  

He will crush the serpent’s head and fulfill God’s plan for the ages. God made him both Lord 

and Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the Son of Man and God confirmed that he was 

His only begotten Son by his resurrection from the dead.  

The four Gospels chronicle the prophetic, historic fulfillment of the promised seed in the 

person of Jesus Christ.   

 

The Birth of God’s Son 
 

 The four Gospel records can be laid over the Old Testament prophecies like a transparency 

that confirms that Jesus Christ was the promised seed of the woman. While the Old Testament 

foretold and defined his person and ministry, the evidence given in the four Gospel accounts 

substantiate their fulfillment by the lord Jesus proving beyond any shadow of a doubt that he was 

indeed the One to come.   

Divine Conception 
 We will cover the records concerning the birth of Christ in chronological order by utilizing 

the principal of scripture build-up. The first account we will consider regarding the promised seed 

is in Luke.  

 God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth in Galilee to Mary, a virgin who was espoused to 

Joseph of the house of David.  

Luke 1:30-35 AKJV 

And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, 

behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his 

name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord 

God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the 

house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary 

unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered 

and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest 

shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall 

be called the Son of God. 

                                                           
1
 See Acts 3:22-25. 
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The angel told Mary that she would conceive in her womb and have a son. The angel said, 

“the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God”.2  

Mary asked, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?” “I know not a man”, is an 

expression that was common in the lands and times of the writing of God’s Word. It means that she 

had not had sexual intercourse with a man that produced a child.3 If she had not had intercourse 

with a man, how could she get pregnant?  

The angel said, “The Holy Ghost [pneuma hagion: Holy Spirit, referring to God] shall come 

upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee . . .” Who would supply the seed 

for her pregnancy? God - not a man - would miraculously provide the seed for Mary’s conception.    

The child conceived in Mary was to be great; “the Son of the Highest”; “the Son of God”. 

The term, “Son of God”, referring to Jesus Christ appears fifty times in the Word of God.  

The Lord God said that he would give him the throne of his father David (his forefather King 

David), and he would reign over the house of Jacob forever and of his kingdom there would be no 

end. Jesus would be an Israelite from the tribe of Judah like his forefather King David. 

Mary had not had intercourse with a man at the time she conceived. Mary’s pregnancy was 

produced by Divine conception. God miraculously provided the soul life by furnishing the promised 

seed that impregnated Mary’s egg. His genetic makeup was as superior as that of the first Adam that 

God formed and made in the garden. God was Jesus’ father by Divine conception, not Joseph.  

Mary provided the egg and carried the baby for the full term of her pregnancy. The embryo 

grew and developed like any other baby. After nine months, she gave birth, the same as any other 

mother.  

How did Mary respond to the angel Gabriel? 

Luke 1:38 AKJV 

And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy 

word.” And the angel departed from her. 

Mary made an unqualified commitment when she said; “Behold the handmaid of the Lord 

. . .” “Handmaid” is the Greek word doule. Mary accepted the responsibility that a bonded slave 

makes to her master. She said, “. . . Be it unto me according to thy word”. She accepted the 

responsibility to bear God’s only begotten Son. It is easy enough to read, but in her culture, she put 

her very life at risk by making this commitment. 

 Joseph Discovers Mary’s Pregnancy 

 The next record we will consider concerns Mary and Joseph’s “honeymoon” and the time of 

their coming together. 

  

                                                           
2
 Nestle-Aland Greek-English New Testament 

3
 See: Genesis 4:1, 17, 25; 19:8.  
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Matthew 1:18 and 19 AKJV 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 

espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy 

Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a 

publick example, was minded to put her away privily.  

Mary was espoused to Joseph. Espoused means married.4 Joseph was Mary’s husband 

according to verse 19 and the angel called Mary his wife in verse 20.5 

 Eastern Marriage Customs 

 If we are to understand the records about Jesus’ conception and birth we need to 

understand Eastern marriage customs at this time. Their customs were very different from ours 

today in the western world. 

Their marriage consisted of a number of different events: the selection of the bride, the 

arrangement of the dowry, the betrothal ceremony, the wedding ceremony, the time set to first 

come together for intercourse, the honeymoon and finally the preparation for their permanent 

home.   

First, the groom’s family would select a bride for their son. The women in the family usually 

did this. They put careful consideration into this selection because they wanted the best possible 

companion for their son.  

Once they found a suitable bride they arranged a dowry with the bride’s family for her 

purchase.  

The third step was the betrothal ceremony. This ceremony consisted of a feast shared by the 

families of the prospective bride and groom. After the feast, the families went to the garden where 

the groom dropped ten pieces of silver in the girl’s cupped hands. Young women were taught that, 

“He who places the ten pieces of silver in your hand is he who will love you”. They believed that God 

kindled love in their hearts at that moment.  

The bride is, therefore, purchased when she receives the ten pieces of silver. The coins are 

priceless, not for their monetary value but for their symbolical significance.  

If a woman lost one of these it is thought that God had withdrawn His blessing from the 

family. The parable that Jesus taught in Luke 15:8-10 refers to this custom. He said there was great 

joy when she found the piece of silver. The woman would be cast out of the house and left to die if 

she could not find it. No wonder there was great rejoicing when she found it. 

At the betrothal ceremony, the dowry was given to the bride’s family, also. At the betrothal 

ceremony the girl is purchased to be the man’s wife. Betrothal was a commitment that could only be 

disannulled by divorce or death.  

                                                           
4
 (Pillai, Orientalisms of the Bible 1984) Married or Engaged - Which?  pages 51-62. 

5
 “. . . Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the 

Holy Ghost.” 
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The couple was considered husband and wife from the time of betrothal, although they did 

not live together or come together for intercourse until after the time of the wedding ceremony. 

Betrothal could last a year or longer. It was a time to get to know one another, receive instruction 

about marriage and prepare for the wedding ceremony. 

The fourth step was the actual wedding ceremony, which could last up to ten days. It was a 

time of rejoicing.  

The bride would have ten virgins as bridesmaids, each having a responsibility to carry out 

during the ten days. They would all go out to meet the bridegroom’s party as it approached the 

town. They each used special torches that were passed down in their families from generation to 

generation.  

One of the groomsmen, who was a friend of the bridegroom, would go ahead of his party to 

announce their arrival by blowing a horn at the town’s gate.   

During the ten days, the bride and groom would meet each day with the priest to receive 

instruction. He reminded them of the instruction they had previously received during their 

betrothal concerning their sacred commitment.  

On the last day of the wedding festivities, the couple exchanged their vows and took the 

covenant of salt. The covenant of salt was a solemn commitment that they would keep their vows. 

In the East, they would die before they would break this covenant. Examples of this covenant are 

given in Numbers 18:19 and II Chronicles 13:5.   

After this, the groom placed a silver chord around his bride’s neck. They did not use a 

wedding ring as we do in America. 6  

The groom never saw his bride’s face before this time; she was always veiled. The veil 

symbolized that she was under God’s protection. After the groom placed the silver chord around his 

bride’s neck the groom lifted her veil and placed it on his shoulder symbolizing that he accepted the 

God-given responsibility to care for and protect her and is therefore as God to her.  

The wedding feast then followed. The couple walked to the feast under a special canopy. 

The canopy represented that they were covered by God’s protection. 

Unlike westerners, the newlywed couple did not immediately live together or have sexual 

intercourse immediately after the wedding ceremony. The priest or holy man that officiates at the 

ceremony also set the date that they were to “come together” in sexual intercourse in order to 

consummate their marriage. This usually occurred within a week of the wedding ceremony. Until 

this time the bride was attended by a woman and the groom by a man. 

The sheet or cloth they slept on when they consummated their relationship was called “the 

tokens of virginity”, which is recorded in Deuteronomy 22:13-17.  The blood from the woman’s first 

intercourse would be on the sheets and was a token that she was a virgin when they married. This 

token was important because it proved the woman’s virginity and protected her family from false 

claims to the contrary. The only cause for divorce was if the woman was not a virgin.      

                                                           
6
 When her husband died, his wife loosened the silver chord and put it in her husband’s grave at the funeral.  This 

represented that she had fulfilled her commitment to him and she was free to remarry. 
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The couple’s honeymoon lasted for one year. The couple spent the first month in the home 

of the bride’s parents and the next month with the groom’s parents. They followed this pattern 

alternating between families throughout their honeymoon. This year allowed them to get to know 

one another and solidify their relationship. They ate all their meals together and the husband did 

not leave his wife for any reason during this year. 

Deuteronomy 24:5 AKJV 

When a man hath taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 

charged with any business: but he shall be free at home one year, and shall cheer up 

his wife which he hath taken. 

In the parable in Luke 14:16-20 this was one of the three legitimate excuses normally 

accepted in their culture.  

At the end of the twelve-month honeymoon there is a final formal ceremony with the 

families, friends and as many of the bridesmaids as they could gather.  

At the time of this ceremony the husband makes a formal statement to his wife in their 

presence. He says, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 

father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 

place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye 

know.”  

She responds, “All that thou sayest, I will do.” The lord used this custom in John 14:1-4 to 

prepare his disciples for his coming absence from them. This was to assure them that he would 

return for them. 

The husband then went to his father’s house and prepared a permanent dwelling for them. 

After the husband finishes the apartment he returns for his wife and takes her to their new home in 

his father’s house.  

The Word of God abounds with references to these customs. Understanding them will help 

you understand these sections of scripture.7 

 Joseph and the Angel 

 With the marriage customs in mind, let’s return to the record in Matthew. 

Matthew 1:18 and 19 AKJV 

Now the birth [gennesis: the begetting] of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his 

mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 

child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to 

make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily. 

                                                           
7
 (Pillai, Light Through an Eastern Window 1986) pages 1-39 and (Pillai, Orientalisms of the Bible 1984) pages 51-

62.  All of the customs I have mentioned can be found in these books. 
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Mary and Joseph had completed the marriage ceremony, but they had not yet “come 

together”. Before they had sexual intercourse on the date set by the priest, Joseph discovered that 

Mary was pregnant. She was at least three months pregnant.  

Joseph was a just man, meaning that he lived according to the law given to Moses. According 

to the law he had two options: he could have Mary stoned to death or he could give her a bill of 

divorcement.8  In their culture, Joseph was faced with a monumental, life changing decision.  

He did not want to consummate his marriage with Mary knowing that she was already 

pregnant, but he did not want to publically disgrace her either. Joseph decided to put her away 

secretly, as inconspicuously as possible.   

While he contemplated their situation the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a vision.  

Matthew 1:20 AKJV 

But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him 

in a dream [vision], saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary 

thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 

The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a vision and said, “Fear not to take unto thee 

Mary thy wife”. “To take unto thee”, means to have intercourse with Mary.9 Why was he not to be 

afraid? “For that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit [God]”. Instead of divorcing her, 

the angel told him to consummate his marriage to Mary by having sexual intercourse. Mary had not 

conceived by another man, but God supplied the seed for Jesus’ birth. 

The angel then told Joseph:  

Matthew 1:21-25 AKJV  

And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save 

his people from their sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and 

shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 

interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph being raised from sleep10 did as the angel of 

the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And knew her not till she had 

brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name JESUS. 

The angel told Joseph that Mary would deliver a son. It was Joseph’s responsibility to name 

the child so the angel told him to name him Jesus because “he shall save his people from their 

sins”. The Aramaic says, “. . . for he will make alive his people from their sins.” 

                                                           
8
 See: Deuteronomy 22:13-22 and 24:1. 

9
 See: Genesis 34:2; Deuteronomy 20:7; 22:13 and 14.  Also see:  (Pillai, Orientalisms of the Bible 1984) page 51 

and ff. 
10

 “Raised from sleep”, is used of being awakened to revelation in Zechariah 4:1. “And the angel that talked with me 

came again, and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep.” We were just told that, “While he thought on 

these things, behold the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream [vision], saying. . . ” Joseph saw and heard 

the revelation delivered to him.  
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The prophecy, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 

they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.” is recorded in 

Isaiah.  

Isaiah 7:14 AKJV 

Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and 

bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

As God was with the male child that was born in Isaiah’s time, so He would be with Mary’s 

son, also. “Immanuel” means, God with us. Thus, another prophecy spoken hundreds of years 

earlier was fulfilled according to God’s timetable.  

Joseph obeyed the angel and “took unto him his wife”, meaning he had intercourse with 

Mary and consummated their marriage. Mary was a virgin when she conceived by Divine 

conception.  

He “knew her not”11 is another eastern expression which means to have intercourse which 

produces a child. Joseph and Mary did not have intercourse that produced a child until after Jesus 

was born. 

Jesus was Mary’s firstborn son, but she had other children after this. The record in Matthew 

reveals this. 

Matthew 13:54-56 AKJV  

And when he was come into his own country, he taught them in their synagogue, 

insomuch that they were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, 

and these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called 

Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are 

they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?  

Mary had four other sons and at least two daughters. Jesus was her firstborn. He was God’s 

only begotten Son.  

The Word of God makes it clear that Mary was a virgin when God miraculously provided the 

seed for the conception of His Son, but she was not a virgin at the time of Jesus’ birth.  

Mary was like any other woman physically. Her genealogy met the necessary requirements 

to bear the promised seed and she believed the Word of God as it was delivered to her. 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

 The book of Luke records the events surrounding the birth of the promised seed. Luke 

provides historical documentation about the timing of the events surrounding the birth.   

Luke 2:1-3 Weymouth 

Just at that time an edict was issued by Caesar Augustus for the registration of the 

whole Empire. It was the first registration made during the governorship of Quirinius 

in Syria; and all went to be registered – every one to the town to which he belonged.  

                                                           
11

 See examples in Genesis 4:1, 17, and 25; I Samuel 1:19 and 20. 
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In 3 B.C. Caesar Augustus instituted an enrollment or registration throughout his empire 

and its subject territories. The purpose of this registration was to officially document his subjects’ 

political allegiance to him.  

The document was to be presented to him in celebration of the Silver Jubilee of his rule in 2 

B.C. The Roman Senate honored him with the supreme title of Pater Patriae, “Father of the 

Country”, during this historic celebration. The twenty-fifth anniversary of his rule coincided with 

Caesar Augustus’ sixtieth birthday as well as the seven hundred fiftieth anniversary of the founding 

of Rome.12 

Verse two reveals that this was “the first registration made during the governorship of 

Quirinius in Syria”. The Authorized Version reads, “. . . when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.” 

Quirinius is the more common spelling.  

The word for governor is hegemon.    

The Greek word hegemon sometimes translated in English as ‘governor’, is indefinite 

regarding the exact title of the office.  

Saturninus was the actual governor of Syria at this time according to 

Josephus and other historians.  

Both Saturninus and Quirinius could loosely be referred to as hegemon, that 

is, leaders, chiefs, or commanders, and yet fulfill different functions. 

Tertullian, a lawyer of the second century, had no trouble reconciling the 

statement of Luke 2:2 that Quirinius was hegemon of Syria even though 

Saturninus was the actual governor of Syria at the time, because he must 

have understood Quirinius’ position in Syria as a special assignment. 

Because of Quirinius’ special assignment, Luke refers to him as the hegemon 

during the registration. 

Scholars agree that it is probable that Quirinius was a special legate who was 

designated to carry out this historic empire wide registration.  

Verse two says that “it was the first registration”. In 6/7 A.D. Quirinius 

carried out another registration that included taxing, but it was not empire 

wide like this one. Since Quirinius supervised both of the registrations, it is 

significant that the scriptures point out that this was the “first registration”; 

the one in 3B.C. which was empire-wide. 

The most reasonable time of the year to have an empire wide registration 

would be in September after the harvest, while the weather was still warm 

enough to travel and one Judean civil year was closing and another 

beginning.13 

Luke 2:1 gives an historical landmark to indicate the time that Jesus was born. 

                                                           
12

 (Wierwille, Jesus Christ Our Promised Seed 1982) See footnotes on pgs. 200-203. 
13

 Ibid. page 201. 
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Luke 2:3-5 Weymouth 

And all went to be registered – every one to the town to which he belonged. So Joseph 

went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judaea, to David’s town of 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to have himself 

registered together with Mary, who was betrothed to him and was with child.  

Joseph and Mary were both from the tribe of Judah and were descendants of David. This is 

why they registered in Bethlehem.  

The prophet Micah foretold the location where the future ruler of Israel was to be born.  

Micah 5:2 AKJV 

But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 

yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel . . . . 

Micah foretold that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, while Matthew records the 

fulfillment of the prophecy. 

Matthew 2:4-6 AKJV 

And when he [Herod] had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 

together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, ‘And thou Bethlehem, in 

the land of Judah, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out of thee shall 

come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.’” 

If Jesus was the Christ he had to be born in Bethlehem of Judaea, the city of David. He was to 

be the ruler of Israel and sit on David’s throne. If he was to be the king, he had to come from David’s 

royal line. 

Psalm 132:11 AKJV 

The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy 

body will I set upon thy throne. 

The book of Acts confirms that this prophecy spoke of Christ. 

Acts 2:30 AKJV 

Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that 

of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 

throne. 

Christ had to come from David’s genealogical line. We must not forget that God was Jesus’ 

father, not Joseph. The crucial link to David, therefore, had to come through Mary’s line if Jesus was 

to sit on David’s throne. 

Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17, proves that he came from King David’s royal line. He 

came from Abraham’s line and from the tribe of Judah from Jesse’s family.  

Which verse links Mary to King David’s genealogical line? 
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Matthew 1:16 AKJV 

And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called 

Christ. 

Matthew 1:16 in the Authorized Version, says that this Joseph was Mary’s husband. It states 

that “Jacob begat Joseph”, so Jacob was Joseph’s father. However, the genealogy in Luke does not 

agree with this. 

Luke 3:23 AKJV 

And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed)14 the 

son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli. 

Luke says that Jesus was, “. . . (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of 

Heli”. Luke says that Heli was Joseph’s father while Matthew said that Jacob was Joseph’s father.  

The Joseph mentioned in Matthew 1:16 cannot possibly be the same person that Luke 3:23 

mentions.  

The Word of God cannot contradict itself, so how do we resolve what appears to be a 

discrepancy in these records? The problem lies either in our understanding or in the translation.  

The biblical definition of words and Orientalisms will help us better understand what at 

first seems to be a discrepancy.  

The word for “husband” in Matthew 1:16 is andra in the Greek, from the root aner.  Aner is 

defined as, “a man, an adult male person; spoken of man in various relations, where the context 

determines the meaning, e.g. man, husband, soldier, etc.” It is translated in the scriptures as: man, 

prophet, fellows, murderer, and husband. Its primary meaning is always an adult man. 

Matthew 1:16 says that Joseph is the aner, literally, “the man of Mary”.  

The Aramaic translation of Matthew 1:16 provides added insight concerning the identity of 

this Joseph.  

Matthew 1:16 Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament 

Jacob fathered Joseph, the mighty man of Mary, from whom Jesus, who was called the 

Messiah, was born. 

The word for “mighty man” is the Aramaic, gavra. In eastern culture, “the mighty man”15 is 

the father, who is the head of the household.  

Considering the meaning of the Greek and the Aramaic words as well as how the word was 

used in their culture, the proper translation of verse 16 should be, “Joseph the mighty man [gavra, 

or father] of Mary.”  

The Joseph in Matthew 1:16 is Mary’s father, not her husband. If we keep reading, the 

context supplies us with additional information that will help us to understand.  

                                                           
14

 It says “(as was supposed)” because that is what people thought. 
15

 (Wierwille, Jesus Christ Our Promised Seed 1982) page 122. 
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Matthew 1:19 Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament 

But Joseph her husband was just and did not desire to expose her. 

The Aramaic word bala is the word translated “husband”, referring to Joseph, Mary’s 

husband.  

The word in verse 16, which describes that Joseph as “the mighty man”, gavra, is different 

from the word bala used in verse 19 which describes this Joseph as her husband.  

What is the solution to the apparent discrepancy? Both Mary’s father and her husband were 

named Joseph. The genealogical record provided in Matthew is speaking of Mary’s father. This ties 

Mary to the royal bloodline of King David. 

God was Jesus’ father by Divine conception, not Joseph. Although Mary and Joseph were 

both from David’s line, Mary’s genealogical link to the royal house of David was crucial if Jesus was 

to sit on his throne as king. 

Matthew 1:17 further confirms that Matthew 1:16 is speaking of Mary’s father.   

Matthew 1:17 Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament 

All the generations therefore, from Abraham until David, [were] fourteen generations, 

and from David until the captivity of Babylon, fourteen generations, and from the 

captivity of Babylon until the Messiah, fourteen generations. 

If we count the names listed in Matthew 1:2-16 we find that the first and second groups 

each contain fourteen generations as verse 17 states. But, if the Joseph of Matthew 1:16 was the 

husband of Mary, the third group would only have thirteen generations. If the third group is to have 

fourteen generations as the Word of God states, the Joseph of verse 16 must be Mary’s father.16  

Once we understand that Mary’s father was named Joseph as well as her husband, the 

difficulty is resolved. 

God’s Word concerning the birth of His Son is very detailed. It gives us thorough 

documentation of the unfolding events that prove beyond any shadow of a doubt that the birth of 

this child was indeed the Son of God. He was Mary’s firstborn child and God’s only begotten Son. 

Luke 2:4 - 6 AKJV 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:) To be taxed [registered or enrolled] with Mary his espoused [betrothed] wife, 

being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 

accomplished that she should be delivered. 

Mary was in the ninth month of her pregnancy and ready to deliver when they reached 

Bethlehem to be enrolled or registered. 

  

                                                           
16

 Ibid. 
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Luke 2:7 AKJV 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and 

laid Him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. 

According to Eastern culture when the son of a king was born he was salted and wrapped in 

swaddling clothes. The newborn babe would be washed in water containing salt. This represented 

that as king he would be a man of his word; he would mean what he said and say what he meant. He 

would keep his word even if it cost him his life. His words were salted.17  

After the babe was salted, he was wrapped in swaddling clothes. The swaddling clothes 

consisted of many feet of fine linen cloth. This cloth was about two inches wide. The baby was 

wound round and round with these strips of cloth from the bottom of his feet to the top of his head. 

He was wrapped in a straight position, leaving only his breathing passages exposed. This 

symbolized that his parents would raise their son to be upright and free from crookedness.  

The ceremony was usually brief, lasting long enough for the parents to pray and make their 

vows to God to raise him to be upright before God and man. The parents considered raising the 

future king as a sacred trust.18 Ezekiel gives us an example when this was not the case.  

Ezekiel 16:4 AKJV 

And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy navel was not cut, neither wast 

thou washed in water to supple [cleanse] thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor 

swaddled at all.   

This is a very derogatory statement about Jerusalem. It was “. . . not salted at all, nor 

swaddled at all”. The seat of the king was crooked and could not be trusted. It was unreliable and 

dishonest. Verse two says, “Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her abominations”.  

Mary and Joseph demonstrated that they believed that Jesus was the royal heir to King 

David’s throne and God’s only begotten Son by salting and swaddling him.  

The inn or lodging house was full when Mary and Joseph arrived. Typically, these houses 

were four sided surrounding an inner courtyard. The animals were stabled in the rear, in stalls 

connected to the back wall. Each stall would contain a manger or feeding trough containing straw.19 

God’s Son and King David’s heir to the throne was born in a stable, and placed in an animal’s 

feeding trough in the city of David. Even so, his parents salted and swaddled him, believing him to 

be who God said he was. I’m sure there were not many kings born that night that were salted and 

swaddled in a stable in a feeding trough. 

Meanwhile, on the outskirts of town:  

  

                                                           
17

 (Pillai, Light Through an Eastern Window 1986) pages 24-39 and pages 40-43.  See examples: Numbers 18:19; II 

Chronicles 13:5; Matthew5:13; Mark 9:49 and 50; Colossians 4:6. 
18

 Ibid., page 42 and 43.  Also see (Freeman 1972) Number 751, pages 405 and 406.  
19

 Ibid., page 406. 
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Luke 2:8 AKJV 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.  

These shepherds were in the nearby rural area of Bethlehem, abiding in the field and 

keeping watch over their flock by night. After the harvest, farmers in the East would hire shepherds 

to bring their sheep into their fields for two or three nights to fertilize them with their manure.  

They did this in late summer or early fall after the harvest and before the weather turned 

bad. The weather turned seasonally cold and wet in November and remained so through 

February.20 This is the only time shepherds would stay in the field with their flocks.    

Luke 2:9 AKJV 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them; and they were sore afraid. 

“Lo” is idon, a particle translated, “Behold” at other places. This is the figure of speech, 

asterismos. Its purpose is to call attention to a thing; to mark with a word that serves as an asterisk. 

This figure is expressed by various words such as, “Lo!”, “Behold!”, “Verily” and “Yea!”   

“The angel of the Lord” suddenly appeared to these shepherds. He stood by them 

surrounded by “the glory of the Lord”. This is known as the Shekinah glory in the Old Testament. 

The night suddenly went from dark to stunning, glorious light and an angel stood before them. No 

wonder “they were sore afraid”. 

What was the angel’s message to the shepherds? 

Luke 2:10-14 AKJV 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 

joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David21 a 

Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 

babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with 

the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 

the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

These humble shepherds went from watching their sheep manure the fields to an invitation 

by the angel of the Lord to attend the swaddling ceremony of the King of kings.  

The Savior, Christ the Lord was born in Bethlehem, the city of David. He was the King of 

kings; the anointed one of God and the lord, both of the living and the dead. Every knee in heaven 

and on earth will bow to him. God made this same Jesus both lord and Christ. God, His Father, gave 

him the power and the authority to save men from sin and death. 

Suddenly, a great number of angels stood with the angel of the Lord praising God, saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”  

                                                           
20

 (Pillai, Old and New Testament Orientalisms, Teachings of Bishop K.C. Pillai 1980)  page 78.  
21

 The texts read, “For unto you is born this day the Savior, which is Christ the Lord in the city of David”. 
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God’s people had been anticipating this event since the time of the prophecy of Genesis 

3:15. The promised seed was born. 

The birth of the Christ glorified God and God’s good will was done on earth. The Prince of 

Peace was born.  

What was the unmistakable sign that the angel gave these men? They would find the babe in 

Bethlehem, in a manger during the swaddling ceremony of a king. 

Luke 2:15 and 16 AKJV   

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 

which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with 

haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

They immediately acted on the words of God’s messengers. They went to Bethlehem and 

arrived during the brief swaddling ceremony only moments after his birth.  

Where were King Herod, the members of the Sanhedrin, Israel’s priests, or the High Priest of 

Israel? They were conspicuously absent. Throughout the Gospel records these men were vicious 

adversaries of the lord and conspirators in his death. Although the religious leaders professed to 

represent the God of Israel, in fact they worked for the god of this world. Some were even born of 

his spiritual seed.   

The shepherds were humble men who walked with God. They were invited because they 

believed the Word of God and looked for the coming of their Messiah.22   

Luke 2:17-20 AKJV 

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were 

told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her 

heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 

they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

Let’s briefly recap the witnesses and their testimony that attest to this historic event so far.  

The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary about her Divine conception. 

Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, prophesied to Mary about the birth of her son.  

The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph to tell him to take unto him his wife because she 

had conceived by Divine conception.  

The angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds and announced the birth of the Savior, 

Christ the Lord, along with the multitudes of angels that praised God.  

                                                           
22

 The record of the Magi did not occur for more than a year later. Jesus was one year and three months old at that 

time. After interrogating the Magi about the birth of Jesus Christ, King Herod killed all the male children two years 

of age and under to be sure he killed the future king of Israel.  (Wierwille, Jesus Christ Our Promised Seed 1982) 

pages 229-248.  
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The testimony of all of God’s witnesses confirm that Jesus was the promised seed of the 

woman, the Christ, the King who would sit on David’s throne; the only begotten Son of God.  

Even the conjunction of heavenly bodies recorded in Revelation 12:1 signaled his birth.   

Eight days after his birth he was circumcised and named Jesus as the angel instructed them. 

 

The Dedication  

 After the 40 days of her purification according to the law, his parents took him to Jerusalem 

to present him to the Lord. 

During the ceremony, two more faithful witnesses confirm the child’s identity.  

Luke 2:25-33 AKJV 

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same 

man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation23 of Israel: and the Holy Ghost 

was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see 

death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: 

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the 

law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest 

thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy 

salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten 

the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. And Joseph and his mother marvelled 

at those things which were spoken of him. 

Simon had received divine revelation that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ. He was given revelation to go to the temple and declare that Jesus was the Lord’s Christ, 

God’s salvation, the light of the Gentiles and the glory of Israel. 

At that instant Anna, a faithful prophetess entered. 

Luke 2:38 and 39 AKJV 

And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him 

to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem. And when they had performed 

all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city 

Nazareth. 

God marked the birth of His Son by angelic messengers, inspired prophecies, chosen faithful 

witnesses and by historic and celestial events. Every messenger and witness of the birth of the lord 

Jesus agrees that this was indeed the birth of the Christ, God’s only begotten Son.   

                                                           
23

 “The consolation of Israel” is used by the Jew’s to refer to Israel’s Messiah.  Simon was waiting for coming of the 

Messiah.  (Freeman 1972)  page 409. 
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From the time of his conception he began to fulfill the law and the prophets. Before he died 

on the cross, he knew that he had fulfilled every word prophesied in the Scriptures about him. The 

last words that fell from his lips were “It is finished”.  

Jesus was the true Priest King of Israel, but they rejected him. When he returns to the earth, 

he will be the King of kings and the Lord of lords and he will sit on David’s throne forever.  

The book of Genesis foretold that he would be the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, 

the seed of Isaac and the seed of Jacob. He would come from the nation of Israel and from the tribe 

of Judah.  

Isaiah 11:1-5 reveals that he would come from the family of Jesse. II Samuel 7:12-19 reveals 

that he would be of the seed of David, he would sit on his throne and that God will establish his 

kingdom forever. 

Jesus Christ’s genealogy is traceable. The Gospel of Matthew traces his royal linage back to 

King David and to Abraham. The book of Romans says that he descended from David according to 

the flesh.  

Luke traces his ancestry as a man back to Adam.  

These genealogies agree with those given in the book of Chronicles, which is the last book of 

the Old Testament in the Hebrew canon. This ties the four Gospel records to the Old Testament 

records. The Old Testament prophets foretold of the seed of the woman and the four Gospels record 

the fulfillment of those prophecies.  

Jesus was indeed the promised seed – the Christ – the Son of Man and the Priest King who 

would sit on David’s throne forever. He was God’s only begotten Son by Divine conception.  

When God raised him from the dead, He marked him out as, “the Son of God with power” 

according to Romans 1:4.  

When God raised His Son from the dead, He made Jesus both Lord and Christ according to 

Acts 2:36.  

Adam’s sin brought the condemnation of death – both spiritual and physical – upon all men. 

The last Adam, Jesus Christ, tasted death for all men and made a life-giving spirit available to them. 

By the grace of God, everyone who confesses Jesus as their lord and believes that God raised him 

from the dead shall be saved. 

Hebrews 9:28 NIV 

So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear 

a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  

Jesus Christ suffered and died as the Lamb of God the first time he was on earth. He gave his 

life as the offering for sin. He was the Passover Lamb. He paid the price of salvation with his life.  

When he returns, it will be quite different from his first coming. He will come to redeem 

those for whom he died. He will save those who confess him as their lord and believe that God 

raised him from the dead. 
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Acts 3:20 and 21 NIV 

And that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed for you – even Jesus. He 

must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he 

promised long ago through his holy prophets. 

He will restore all that the old serpent ruined. In that day, God will put all things under 

Christ and he will reign gloriously. The Word of God promises that he will bruise the head of the 

serpent. He will bring the serpent’s plans and devices to an end.  

Hebrews 10:7 AKJV 

Then said I [Jesus Christ], Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to 

do thy will, O God. 

The coming of the promised seed and his accomplishments make up the volume of the 

Word of God from Genesis 3:15 forward. Jesus Christ said:  

John 5:39 AKJV  

Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 

which testify of Me. 

The Scriptures testify of the lord Jesus Christ. He is the great subject of God’s Word. 
God’s Word reveals who he was, how God brought the promised seed to the birth, what he 

accomplished and his defeat of the old serpent, the Devil or Satan. 

 

The Son of Man 

 

 The time is coming when Jesus Christ will regain the dominion that Adam lost. 

Hebrews 2:5-8a AKJV 

For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we 

speak. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful 

of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest24 him? Thou madest him a little lower 

than the angels25; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over 

the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in 

that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. 

In the garden, God originally gave Adam dominion over the work of His hands. In “the 

world to come” man, not angels, will regain the dominion that Adam forfeited.  

                                                           
24

`Episkeptomai:  to look upon, to go to see, go to look after for the purpose of helping or delivering.  
25

 This is quoted from Psalm 8:4-6. The word “angels” in the Hebrew is “Elohim”. 
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Adam was the first man. I Corinthians 15:45, refers to Jesus Christ as “the last Adam”. He is 

called “the second man” in verse 47. Jesus Christ had to be like Adam if he was to redeem man and 

reclaim the dominion originally given to Adam.   

The Word of God uses the title, “the son of man”, 88 times in the New Testament. When the 

article is present, “the son of man”, it refers to Jesus Christ and relates to his dominion over the 

earth. Christ referred to himself as “the son of man”. 

Daniel gives us more revelation concerning this dominion.  

Daniel 7:13 and 14 AKJV  

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of 

heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And 

there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and 

languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 

not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.   

God originally gave Adam the dominion over the earth, but the serpent usurped it. When the 

Son of Man comes to the earth again he will exercise the everlasting dominion given to him by God. 

Does Jesus Christ exercise this dominion today?  

Hebrews 2:8b AKJV 

But now we see not yet all things put under him. 

Today we do not see all things under his authority. “The world to come” will be under the 

lord Jesus Christ’s dominion.  What has occurred thus far? 

Hebrews 2:9 AKJV 

But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of 

death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death 

for every man.  

We do not yet see all things put under the lord Jesus. By the grace of God, Jesus Christ has 

tasted death for every man. He suffered and died to pay the ransom for redemption. That work is 

complete.  Redemption is now available to anyone who confesses him as their lord and believes that 

God raised him from the dead.  

When he returns to the earth he will claim the dominion to which he is entitled. He will rule 

over the earth as the King over all other kings and as the Lord over every lord. Everything will be 

put under his subjection in that day. He will have everlasting dominion and his kingdom will not be 

destroyed. 

The words, “for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour” form a 

parenthesis, which is inserted to explain the context.  

Hebrews 2:10-18 AKJV  

For it became him [God], for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation [Jesus Christ] 

perfect through sufferings. For both he that sanctifieth [Jesus Christ] and they who are 
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sanctified [those who confess him as their lord] are all of one [they are men]: for which 

cause he [Jesus Christ] is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy 

name unto my brethren [men], in the midst of the church [men] will I sing praise unto 

thee. And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which 

God hath given me [these are men]. Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 

flesh and blood [men], he [Jesus Christ] also himself likewise took part of the same [he 

was a man]; that through death [he was mortal] he might destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all 

their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he [Jesus Christ] took not on him the 

nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham [Abraham was a man]. 

Wherefore in all things it behoved him [Jesus Christ] to be made like unto his brethren 

[who were the people of Israel], that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest26 

[the high priest was a man] in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 

sins of the people. For in that he himself [Jesus Christ] hath suffered being tempted, he 

is able to succour them that are tempted. 

Jesus Christ came to do the work of a Redeemer, to recover what Adam lost. To do this he 

would have to be like Adam – a man. He was made like his brethren. He was born as they were. 

They were partakers of flesh and blood and He also partook of the same. Although he was 

conceived by Divine conception, he was in all things made like his brethren.  

He was of the seed of Abraham and the child of promise.  

Hebrews 2:17, reveals that Jesus Christ came from the tribe of Judah; he was a king like his 

forefather David. Kings are men. He did not take the nature of angels.  

He was a faithful high priest. Priests are taken from among men. The Word of God clearly 

states that Jesus Christ was a man. He was the second Adam, the Son of man. 

God is Spirit. Jesus Christ was not a spirit, he was a man. Matthew reveals when he received 

the spirit of God. 

 

Matthew 3:16 and 17 AKJV 

And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 

heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the spirit of God descending like a dove, 

and lighting upon Him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in 

Whom I am well pleased.”  

Both Mark 1:9-11 and Luke 3:22 confirm this. Luke 3: 23 adds, “And Jesus Himself began 

to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed27) the Son of Joseph, which was the 

son of Heli”. According to the Word of God, Jesus was about thirty when the spirit of God 

descended upon him, when John baptized him. 

 

                                                           
26 See: Hebrews 5:1-6 for the purpose of the priest. The high priest presided over the order of the priesthood in 

Israel. 
27

 He was God’s Son, not Joseph’s. The parenthesis simply states men’s supposition.     
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Romans 1:1-4 AKJV 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of 

God, (which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures,) concerning 

his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the 

flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of 

holiness, by the resurrection from the dead: 

 Jesus was the only begotten Son of God conceived by divine conception. God validated that 

he was His Son by raising him from the dead. 

 

Apostle, High Priest, Prophet and King 

 Let us now consider the positions of service that Jesus Christ held as revealed by God’s 

Word.  

Hebrews 3:1 AKJV 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and 

High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;  

 The records in Hebrews 3:1 and 2 refer to Jesus as, “the Apostle and High Priest of our 

profession.” An apostle is one of the five gift ministries that God gives to men according to 

Ephesians 4:11. These ministries provide service to men for God. The basic purpose of an apostle is 

to bring the new light of God’s Word to his generation. 

God ordained the service of the High Priest. He called Aaron to be Israel’s first High Priest 

during the Law administration. The High Priest is taken from among men according to Hebrews 

5:1ff. They ministered for (on behalf of) the Israelites by offering both gifts and sacrifices to God. 

Jesus Christ is a faithful High Priest.  

Hebrews 7:17,  24 AKJV 

For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. ... but this 

man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. 

Jesus Christ was the last High Priest for Israel in the sight of God. He has an unchangeable 

priesthood because God raised him from the dead never to die again.    

God did not ordain priesthood in the Church of the Grace of God. Jesus Christ offered the last 

sacrifice for sins forever [Hebrews 7:27; 10:12-18]. He offered himself as the Lamb of God. Today 

he ever lives to make intercession for the saints.  

Jesus Christ was not from Aaron’s genealogical bloodline; He was from Judah. God made him 

a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.28  

                                                           
28

 The High Priest Melchisedec is spoken of in Hebrews 5:5- 6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10-11, 15, and 17.  He is mentioned in 

Genesis 14:18 as the King of Salem (King of Righteousness) and that he was a priest of the Most High God. Psalm 

110:4 says that Christ will be a priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.      
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Why did God call him a priest after the order of Melchisedec?  

Hebrews 7:3 says that Melchisedec was “...without father, without mother, without 

descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life;  but made like unto the Son of God; 

abideth a priest continually.”Melchisedec’s genealogy was not recorded, unlike that of the 

Levitical priesthood. There is no scripture that records the date he began his service as a priest or 

the time of his death. All we are told is that he lived, he was the King of Salem and he ministered as 

a priest. Jesus Christ ministered as a priest king, the king of righteousness, without earthly 

credentials concerning priesthood, the same as Melchisedec.   

Jesus Christ was not made a priest after the law of a carnal commandment but after the 

power of an endless life [Hebrews 7:16]. Other priests could not continue their service because of 

death, but this man, because God raised him from the dead continues forever and has an 

unchangeable priesthood [Hebrews 7:24]. 

Jesus Christ is a faithful and merciful high priest in things pertaining to God.  

Hebrews 4:14 AKJV 

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 

Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  

This High Priest was not only the Son of Man; he was the Son of God. He ascended into the 

heavens and serves today in the heavenly holy places after which the earthly one was fashioned. 

Hebrews 9:22-28 NIV 

In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without 

the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. It was necessary, then, for the copies of 

the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things 

themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary 

made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven 

itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself 

again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with 

blood that is not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since 

the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the culmination of 

the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are destined to 

die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away 

the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 

salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 Why did the lord Jesus have to cleanse the heavenly places? Lucifer’s rebellion and fall made 

it necessary. Christ had to cleanse the heavenly Holiest of All as well as the representation of it on 

earth. 

He offered himself once as a sacrifice to cleanse from sin. He now appears before God in the 

heavenly Holiest of All on our behalf.  

The time is approaching that he will return for those whom he paid the price of salvation. 

This time he will not come to bear our sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
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Hebrews 10:11-14 AKJV 

And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same 

sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man, after he had offered one 

sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God; From henceforth 

expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. For by one offering he hath perfected 

for ever them that are sanctified. 

After this man offered one final sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. By 

the offering of his life, he perfected and sanctified those who believe in him! How long are they 

perfected? Forever! 

Jesus Christ was a prophet also. A prophet is a man who speaks for God. 

Acts 3:22-24 AKJV  

For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto 

you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall 

say unto you. And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that 

prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. Yea, and all the prophets from 

Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of 

these days. 

Jesus Christ was a prophet like Moses whom God raised up from among the people of Israel.  

All the prophets from Samuel on foretold of his coming. As a prophet, he spoke for God and God 

expects everyone to listen to the end of obeying what he says. 

Hebrews 3:2 and 3a AKJV 

Who [Jesus Christ] was faithful to Him [God] that appointed him, as also Moses was 

faithful in all his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses…    

This man was faithful to God who appointed him, as Moses was faithful, but he was counted 

worthy of more glory than Moses was. 

The lord Jesus Christ was also a king. In the book of Numbers, Balaam gives the prophecy of 

a coming king. 

Numbers 23:21 AKJV 

He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: the 

LORD his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them. 

Jesus Christ was the rightful king of Israel and God promised that he would sit on David’s 

throne forever. 

Psalm 132:11 AKJV 

The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy 

body will I set upon thy throne. 

Zechariah prophesied of Israel’s coming king.  
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Zechariah 9:9 AKJV 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King 

cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and 

upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Matthew records the fulfillment of this prophecy. 

Matthew 21:1-5 AKJV 

And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the 

mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, Saying unto them, Go into the village 

over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose 

them, and bring them unto me. And if any man say aught unto you, ye shall say, The 

Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. All this was done, that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter of 

Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the 

foal of an ass. 

What did the people do when their King came to them? They crucified him. One of his 

apostles betrayed him. Peter denied him. His followers deserted him. The soldiers mocked him, put 

a robe on him, placed a crown of thorns on his head, and put a reed in his hand for a scepter. Pilate 

washed his hands of him. The religious leaders taunted him. They said, “If He be the King of Israel, 

let Him now come down from the cross and we will believe.”  

He was the King of Israel, but his people rejected him. When he returns to the earth the next 

time, he will sit on David’s throne and of his kingdom there will be no end. 

Revelation 19:11-16 AKJV  

And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes 

were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 

written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped 

in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. And the armies which were in 

heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And 

out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he 

shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness 

and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 

written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

The book of Genesis foretold that he would be the seed of the woman, the seed of Abraham, 

the seed of Isaac, and the seed of Jacob. He would come from the nation of Israel and from the tribe 

of Judah.  

Isaiah 11:1-5 reveals that he would come from the family of Jesse. II Samuel 7:12-19 reveals 

that he would be of the seed of David and that God would establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever. 
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Jesus Christ’s genealogy is traceable. The Gospel of Matthew traces his royal linage back to 

King David and to Abraham. The book of Romans says that he descended from David according to 

the flesh.  

Luke traces his ancestry back to Adam.  

These genealogies agree with those given in the book of Chronicles, which is the last book of 

the Old Testament in the Hebrew canon. This ties the Four Gospel records to the Old Testament 

records. The Old Testament prophets foretold of the Coming One and the Four Gospels give us the 

fulfillment of those prophecies.  

Jesus was indeed the promised seed – the Christ – the Son of Man and the King who would 

sit on David’s throne forever. He was God’s only begotten Son by Divine conception. Romans 1:4, 

declares that when God raised Jesus from the dead, He marked him out as “the Son of God with 

power”.  

Acts 2:36 AKJV 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same 

Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 

 God raised His Son from the dead and forty days later he ascended into heaven. God told 

him to sit on His right hand until He makes his foes his footstool. He made Jesus both Lord and 

Christ.  

Acts 3:20 and 21 NIV 

... and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you – even Jesus. 

Heaven must receive him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he 

promised long ago through his holy prophets. 

The second time Christ Jesus comes to the earth it will be quite different from the last. He 

will restore all that the old serpent ruined. In that day, God will put all things under him and he will 

reign gloriously.  

Jesus is the Christ, the Prophet, the Priest, the Chief Apostle, the King of kings and Lord of 

lords, the Son of Man and the Son of God. He is both lord and Christ. He is the Savior and Redeemer 

of man; God’s solution to the catastrophe orchestrated by the serpent. 

 


